
Fall wildfire season 
Crittenden County remains 

under a burn ban due to dry 
condtions, but other counties do 
not have similar restrictions in 
place. Starting Oct. 1 is Kentucky's 
wildfire season when outdoors 
burning within 150 feet of a 
grassland or woodland is prohib-
ited statewide during daylight 
hours from 6 a.m., to 6 p.m. The 
state has this week issued a Level 
1 drought alert and although a 
tropical storm should bring some 
needed rainfall, it may not be 
enough to solve the dry condi-
tions. See page 2 for more on the 
drought and work being done to 
shore up Lake George. 

 

Salem Day 2.0 
Salem Day, postponed recently 

due to threat of severe weather, 
has been rescheduled for Satur-
day, Oct. 5. The festival will in-
clude vendors, games, crafts, 
entertainment and more family 
fun. 

 

Dates: Things to Do 
•Saturday nights in October, the 

Tolu Haunted House wil lbe open. 
•Oct. 3-6 is the 

annual US 60 Yard 
Sale. Place your 
sale ads in The 
Press to get thou-
sands of views. 

•Friday, Oct. 4 is 
deadline for Crit-
tenden County 
High School’s an-
nual homecoming 
parade. Entries can be emailed to 
derrick.ford@crittenden.kyschools.us. 
The parade is at 5 p.m., Thursday, 
Oct. 17. 

•Sunday, Oct. 6 is unveiling of 
historical marker commemorating 
Marquis de Lafayette’s 19th cen-
tury visit to Smithland.  

•Friday, Oct. 25 is deadline for 
write-in candidates to file for the 
November election. 

•Thursday, Oct. 31 Trick-or-
Treat on Main Street in Marion. 

•Tuesday, Oct. 29 there will be a 
formal dedication ceremony for 
the planned new Crittenden 
County Judicial Center. 

 
 
UPCOMING MEETINGS 

•Marion Code Enforcement 
Board meets at 5 p.m., Monday, 
Oct. 7 at city hall.  

•Fredonia City Council meets in 
special session at 7 p.m., Monday, 
Oct. 7 for a public hearing on its 
2024 property tax rate. 

•Livingston County Board of 
Education meets at 6 p.m., Mon-
day, Oct. 14 at the board of edu-
cation office. 

•Caldwell County Fiscal Court 
meets at 9 a.m., Tuesday, Oct. 15 
at the courthouse. 

•Crittenden County Republican 
Party meets at 5:30 p.m., Tuesday 
Oct. 15 at the county office com-
plex. 

•Crittenden County Fiscal Court 
meets at 8:30 a.m., Thursday, Oct. 
17 at the county office complex. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Education meets at 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Oct. 17 at Rocket 
Arena. 
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STAFF REPORT 
In an ongoing effort to achieve its 

stated mission of improving public 
safety and protecting property values, 
City of Marion last week adopted the In-
ternational Property Maintenance Code 
(IPMC) as its overarching standard for 
existing residential and commercial 
properties. 

The lengthy code can be found online. 
Council members tweaked the IPMC 
just a bit, tailoring the document to 
Marion’s specific needs.  

IPMC is a 71-page comprehensive set 
of rules developed as a model code to 

regulate minimum maintenance re-
quirements for existing buildings. 

Mayor D’Anna Browning said other 
nearby communities, including Provi-
dence, Sturgis and Sebree have imple-
mented the same rules. 

In recent months, the city, through 
code enforcement procedures, have 
taken formal action against multiple 
properties, including homes and build-
ings deemed unsafe or dilapidated. Per-
haps the most notable property was the 
old high school on College Street, which 
was torn down. However, there have 
been about nine others identified, and 

those owners have been 
officially noticed to rem-
edy the conditions or 
further face further ac-
tion. 

Browning said Marion 
will likely hire a part-
time code enforcement 
officer to help usher its 
broad revitalization plans 
through the process of identification, 
notification and restoration or demoli-
tion.  

A safety audit of downtown buildings 
is likely forthcoming, too, Browning 
said. In light of recent problems faced in 
Salem where a few Main Street struc-  

See CODES/page 8 

Juvenile in custody
STAFF REPORT 

A 17-year-old Marshall County 
boy was scheduled to appear pri-
vately before District Judge Ben 
Leonard in Marion on Wednesday 
for a custody hearing. The teen is 
accused of making threats on a 
social media platform Friday, 
Sept. 13 that led to a lockdown of 
Crittenden County schools. 

Crittenden County Sheriff Evan 
Head and School Resource Offi-
cer Rick Coyle went to Marshall 
County High School on Monday 
where they took the boy into cus-
tody. His parents were notified 
and the teen was transported to 
a juvenile detention facility in Pa-
ducah where he remained until 
Wednesday’s court appearance.  

The judge was expected to de-
termine Wednesday whether the 

teen will continue to be held or 
released to his parents. At press 
time, the suspect’s arraignment 
had not been scheduled. He faces 
two counts of second-degree ter-
roristic threatening, a Class D 
felony. Sheriff Head has re-
quested that the teen be charged 
as an adult. The court will have 
to make that determination. Until 
then, the teen’s identity will re-
main private. Juvenile court pro-
ceedings are not open to the 
public. 

State police have responded to 
multiple school threats across the 
commonwealth in recent weeks, 
particularly between Sept. 11-13. 
Since a Sept. 4 school shooting in  
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City adopts property maintenance codes

STAFF REPORT 
Details remain scarce 

about what might happen, 
if anything, with regard to a 
controversial situation at 
Crittenden County Middle 
School earlier this month 
that drew a great deal of 
criticism during a board of 
education meeting last 
Wednesday. 

Thirty residents spoke 
during that meeting last 
week, mostly criticizing an 
alleged mock same-sex 
marriage ceremony held 
Sept. 6 on Crittenden 
County Middle School cam-
pus during school hours. 

Five days after that board 
of education meeting, 
school officials say they’re 
still reviewing what hap-
pened. 

“Superintendent Tonya 
Driver is continuing to in-
vestigate involvement and 
circumstances surrounding 
the mock wedding at CCMS 
earlier this month,” school 

spokesperson Tiffany Blaz-
ina said Monday. 

“I know people are anx-
ious to hear something, but 
we have to take care and 
look at every aspect and 
every angle, and it doesn’t 
happen as quickly as peo-
ple would like, but as the 
investigation is continuing, 
we cannot comment on 
anything surrounding it,” 
Blazina added. 

The school board meeting 
Wednesday, Sept. 18 was 
attended by about 150 stu-
dents, parents, teachers 
and preachers wanting to 
learn more about the event 
that was staged on the 
front lawn of the school. 

Smartphone video of the 
alleged ceremony was 
taken by multiple students, 
based on what could be 
seen in a still frame of the 
video posted online last 
week. The screenshot ap-
peared to show students 
lined up for the fake cere-

mony, many of them hold-
ing smartphones in the air 
either taking photos or 
recording the event.  

The social media post of 
the screenshot with a short 
description questioning 
what had occurred drew al-
most 300 comments in the 
first few hours online be-
fore it was removed.  

The Press has obtained 
and reviewed a video clip of 
the alleged mock wedding. 
It lasts about three min-
utes. Although other media 
outlets have reported that a 
video was posted online, 
The Press has not been 
able to verify that anything 
other than a screenshot 
was published online. 

Last week’s special 
school board meeting had 
already been scheduled 
and its agenda set by the 
time the controversial event 
was made public on social  

 
See MOCK/page 2 

Moss Joins 
Sheriff’s Dpt. 

 
STAFF REPORT 

Shawntee Moss has always 
wanted to be involved in law en-
forcement. At 37, he says the 
time is right to enter the profes-
sion. 

A lifetime Crittenden Countian, 
Moss was hired 
last week by 
C r i t t e n d e n 
County Sheriff 
Evan to become 
the depart-
ment’s third 
deputy, joining 
Boyd Bates and 
Robbie Kirk. 

A stellar ath-
lete in high 
school, Moss went on to play col-
legiate football for a time at 
Campbellsville. He has continued 
a fitness routine throughout 
adulthood, so it was a snap for 
him to pass the mandatory phys-
ical test for law enforcement re-
cruits.  

“I had always figured that one 
day I would be going this route, 
so I have stayed in shape physi-
cally and waited until I was men-
tally prepared for this job,” Moss 
said this week while shadowing 
the sheriff on patrol and investi-
gations. 

Moss studied physical educa-
tion at Campbellsville and Mur-
ray State, where he also took 
military classes that made avail-
able through ROTC program. 
Coursework from those classes, 
Moss said, helped reinforce his 
desire to one day work in law en-
forcement and what he learned 
will be beneficial on the job. 

Three of his family members 
are also lawmen, including his 
brother Demetric Moss, who is a 
deputy sheriff and school re-
source officer in Atlanta. 

Sheriff Head said Moss will 
continue working beside others 
in his department until he com-
pletes a 20-week Department of 
Criminal Justice Training at 
Eastern Kentucky University. 
After that, he will be certified to 
patrol on his own. 

Moss had worked several years 
at Siemens in Marion.

Move is part of broader plan to clean up town

Browning

Moss
Crittenden County Board of Education members heard public comments last week after a 
post on social media raised questions about an alleged same-sex mock wedding at the mid-
dle school in early September.

Mock wedding stirs emotions, 
board hears public comment

STAFF REPORT 
Janson James grew 

up playing golf at Mar-
ion Country Club and 
soon he will be owner 
of the golf course and 
its facilities. 

The 33-year-old en-
trepreneur, who now 
lives in Murray, agreed 
to a purchase plan a 
few days ago with cur-
rent owner Eddie King 
of California. James 
and King both say the 
deal will be consum-
mated by late October.  

Built in the 1960s, 

the course was part of 
a private club for 
decades with more 
than 350 members at 
its peak in the 1970s 
and 1980s. When in-
terest in golf began to 
wane over the past 
decade, King, who grew 
up in Fredonia, pur-
chased the club in 
2015. He rebranded it 
The Heritage Golf 
Course.  

Thirteen months ago, 
King, who is now 85,  
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Marion native buying 
Heritage Golf Course

SCHOOL THREAT CASE



THREAT 
Continued from page 1 

Georgia, threats have 
skyrocketed across the 
country, resulting often 
in young people be 
charged. 

Sheriff Head said the 
teen’s cell phone was 
confiscated and he is 
seeking a warrant to have 
it electronically searched. 
The sheriff said the social 
media platform Snapchat 
provided data, including 
IP addresses and GPS co-
ordinates that helped in-
vestigators identify the 
Marshall County sus-
pect. State police, he 
said, provided manpower 
and expertise in helping 
search through hours of 
data in order to deter-
mine where the post had 
allegedly originated.  

When confronted by 
Crittenden County au-
thorities, Sheriff Head 
said the suspect denied 
making the threat.  

The Snapchat message 
was allegedly sent to a 
Crittenden County High 
School student. A screen-
shot of the message was 
shared with other stu-

dents, and teachers at 
CCHS were notified. They 
alerted law enforcement 
and the high school and 
attached middle school 
were put on “soft lock-
down” which means 
classes continue behind 
locked doors and within 
the school student move-
ment is limited. The lock-
down began on the 
morning of Sept. 13 and 
ended about 12:30 p.m., 
although a large law en-
forcement remained on 
campus for the rest of the 
school day. 

The sheriff said that 
threats of this nature will 
not be tolerated and law 
enforcement presence 
will use all resources 
available to prosecute.  

“School safety is a top 
priority. We want to send 
a clear message,” said 
Head. “Anyone making 
such threats will be 
brought to justice. This is 
not a game.” 

School Superintendent 
Tonya Driver encourages 
everyone to remain vigi-
lant when it comes to 
safety.  

“We want students to 
confidentially report any 
potential threat,” she 

said “Every threat that 
impacts our school com-
munity will be fully in-
vestigated and addressed 
appropriately.” 

Driver said it is also 
important to remember 
that any threat to a 
school, its staff or its stu-
dents is subject to legal 
action for terroristic 
threatening.  
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  Here is Crittenden County Sheriff Evan Head’s 
monthly activity report for his department. 

                                              January       February 

Collisions Investigated 

Complaints 

Papers Served 

Service Attempts 

Total Service Attempts 

Transports 

Special Detail 

Training Hours 

Verbal Warning 

Criminal Citation 

Officer Assist 

Building Checks 

Total Manhours 

Bailiff Court Hours 

Cases Opened 

DUIs 

Felony Arrests 

Misdemeanor Arrests 

Motorist Assists 

Traffic Citations 

General Policing 

Followup Investigations 

Call for Service 

Vehicle Inspections 
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F

Activity Report
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60 

48 

15 
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3 

60 

0 

34 

14 

8 

50 
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130.7

5 

5 

5 

19 

5 

34 

246 

19 

23 

66

5.25 

54.58

28.83 

8.17 

56.17 

3.17 

37.83 

11.42 

11.25 

5.33 

4.75 

59.92 

486.46 

47.48 

9.58 

0.42 

3.67 

6.92 

6.08 

6.42 

69.83 

9.42 

23.75 

-

                 2023 Avg 
     JULY      Monthly

Dry weather has allowed progress to move at a nice pace at Lake George where the levee has 
been cut on the east end by contractors to facilitate a new syphon pipe. The levee was cut 
about 15 feet deep for installation. Tim Thomas, Marion’s water crisis consultant, said the 
contractor was able to install the syphon in segments so that the earthen levee was never 
completely cut in two, keeping the reservoir from losing additional water. The lake is Marion’s 
source of raw water. The new syphon will improve the transport of lake water to the nearby 
plant. A break in the original pipe is believed to have caused some erosion of the dam, leading 
to the town’s water crisis that became apparent in the spring of 2022. Thomas said Glen 
Alexander, a Kentucky dam inspector, was here recently to survey the work. Thomas said the 
progress received good reviews and the inspector was somewhat reassured by quality of in-
terior soil of the dam at the work site. The city, under a governor’s Emergency Order, is being 
reimbursed by Kentucky Emergency Managment for the multi-million-dollar mitigation project 
at Lake George. 

State issues 
L1 drought 
declaration 

 
The Office of the State 

Climatologist and the 
Kentucky Energy and 
Environment Cabinet, in 
coordination with the 
Kentucky Drought Miti-
gation Team, issued early 
this week a Level 1 
Drought Declaration for 
the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky. 

A Level 1 Drought indi-
cates moderate to severe 
drought conditions have 
developed, primarily af-
fecting soil moisture and 
vegetative health. Serious 
impacts to agricultural 
water needs, wildfire risk 
and other water-sensitive 
sectors can be expected 
in the designated areas, 
with the hardest-hit 
areas being portions of 
western and central Ken-
tucky, as well as parts of 
the Bluegrass region. 

As of midday Tuesday, 
Crittenden County’s offi-
cial weather station near 
Mattoon had recorded 
only 1.8 inches of precip-
itation since Aug. 1. 

The commonwealth is 
experiencing widespread 
dryness that has intensi-
fied over the latter part of 
the summer. Precipita-
tion that has fallen over 
the past two months has 
been spotty and has re-
sulted in drought condi-
tions that primarily affect 
soil moisture and vegeta-
tive health. In some areas 
the drought has im-
pacted agricultural water 
needs and increased the 
risk of wildfires. 

Over the past 30 days, 
data from the UK Ag 
Weather Center show 
that the state has only 
averaged 1.69 inches of 
rain, which is over 1.5 
inches below normal. 

 
 

MOCK 
Continued from page 1 

media. Kentucky Open 
Meetings laws require 
public boards and agen-
cies to limit formal dis-
cussion and action to 
items published on a spe-
cial meeting’s agenda. 
Straying from the agenda 
is a violation of state law. 

Although this topic was 
not specifically on last 
week’s agenda, there was 
a provision made for pub-
lic comment and two and 
a half dozen individuals 
took that opportunity to 
voice opinions about the 
school allowing the al-
leged mock ceremony on 
campus. Virtually all 
public comment made 
during the school board 
meeting was in opposi-
tion to the alleged mock 
wedding being allowed. 

For about two hours, 
people expressed their 
viewpoints and fre-
quently quoted Bible 
scripture, oftentimes gar-
nering applause. Many 
who spoke said they have 
confidence in members of 
the Crittenden County 
Board of Education to “do 
the right thing.” 

Matt Grimes, a minis-
ter and county magis-
trate, prayed for the issue 
midway through the 
meeting following his 
time at the podium. 
Eighth-grader Emery Orr 
received a standing ova-
tion after she said Chris-
tians should not judge 
others, and offered a 
prayer to discern right 
from wrong.  

Some did speak in de-
fense of at least one edu-
cator who may have been 
associated with the func-

tion. 
Superintendent Driver 

told the crowd that ap-
propriate action will be 
taken when an investiga-
tion is complete. Further 
details, she said, could 
not be discussed. 

“We will be as transpar-
ent as possible and wel-
come any and all 
comments,” Driver said. 
“We will give each one 
consideration. We know 
this is a delicate situation 
for everyone. 

“(Sexual orientation) is 
not the primary issue we 
are dealing with here. We 
are dealing with an issue 
of using instructional 
time to do a mock wed-
ding whether it was 
boy/boy, girl/girl, that 
fact doesn’t matter,” 
Driver said. “We have to 
look at it through a cur-
riculum lens, of which 
there is none. Nothing in 
curriculum provides for 
having any type of mar-
riage during a school 
day.” 

School Board Chair-
man Chris Cook outlined 
the board’s responsibility 
in uncovering facts of the 
mock wedding. 

“The mission of the in-
vestigation is to uncover 
facts, not assumptions, 
not gossip, not rumors 
but true facts and once 
(the superintendent) is 
equipped with those facts 
under guidance of our 
board attorney, we will do 
anything under legal au-
thority to handle the sit-
uation,” Cook said. “We 
want you to know she 
has one singular guiding 
principal – what is best 
for our kids.” 

It is unclear if any per-
sonnel or other action 

has been taken in re-
sponse to the event. Also 
unclear is whether or not 
school policy was violated 
by the alleged event. 

Although the teacher or 
teachers involved in the 
matter have not been 
named by the school dis-
trict, some individuals 
who spoke during the 
meeting did reference at 
least one educator by 
name. 

“Kids were being kids… 
and that teacher changes 
lives,” parent Jeremy 
Walker told the board. 
“She has changed the 
lives of my daughters and 
everyone who knows my 
daughters know they’re 
sick to their stomachs 
because of how Chris-
tians in Crittenden 
County are acting. It has 
been blown out of propor-
tion.” 

Two Crittenden County 
teachers addressed the 
board. CCHS math 
teacher Nick Martinez re-
ceived applause from the 
crowd when he said he 
had considered taking 
his three children out of 
the school district.  

“It is an ungodly abom-
ination pushing everyone 
toward secularism,” he 
said. 

Retired teacher Marilyn 
Iddings said school is a 
place to teach core sub-
ject matter, not to make 
fun of or act out an “illicit 
sexual relationship.” 

“Everyone wants every 
child who comes here to 
learn to read, write… not 
to be taught what to 
think, but taught how to 
think,” she said. “There 
was bad judgement here, 
no doubt about it.”

Data from Snapchat 
helped local authorities 
locate a supect believed 
to have sent the above 
message.
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Paris 

William Ralph 
“Rodney” Paris Jr. 
died Monday, Sept. 9, 
2024 at his home out-
side Fre-
donia in 
Caldwell 
County . 
He de-
voted his 
life to 
learning 
and seek-
ing excel-
lence in all 
of his en-
deavors. 

A f t e r 
graduating 
F r e d o n i a 
High School in 1959, 
he attended Centre 
College and gradu-
ated with a Bachelors 
of Arts in English in 
1963. Shortly after, 
he joined the U.S. 
Navy and delighted in 
taking every training 
he could. After a few 
years working on the 
river, Paris went to 
Purdue University 
and got a degree in 
engineering with a 
specialty in land sur-
veying. 

He loved his home-
land of Kentucky, and 
his profession allowed 
him to gain an under-
standing of it unlike 
anyone else. He was 
passionate about 
maintaining the pub-
lic land system and 
sought for each of his 
surveys to be as close 
to perfect as possible. 
He was enthusiastic 
in passing on his ex-
pertise and was al-
ways ready to help 
train younger sur-
veyors. 

He was very in-
volved in his profes-
sional associations, 
serving as president 
of the Kentucky Asso-
ciations of Profes-
sional Surveyors, and 
was an active partici-
pant in the Surveyor’s 
Historical Society. He 
always encouraged 
his fellow surveyors to 
serve as County Sur-
veyors, considering it 
a civic duty to the 
community. 

Outside of work, 
Paris loved to be sur-
rounded by others 
who enjoyed learning. 
He served in officer 
positions of many or-
ganizations in both 
Crittenden and Cal-
dwell counties includ-
ing the Community 
Arts Foundation, Ma-
sonic Lodge, Fredonia 
Valley Heritage Soci-
ety, Caldwell County 
Historical Society, 

Trail of Tears Com-
mission, Sons of the 
American Revolution, 
American Legion, 
Shape Note Singing 
organizations and the 
Paris Cemetery Asso-
ciation, among others. 

Pleasant Hill Regu-
lar Baptist Church 
was his church home 
and he was a regular 
attendee for decades. 
He also was the regu-
lar speaker for a few 
years after their pas-
tor retired. 

Besides his fulfilling 
work and volunteer 
life, his favorite past-
time  was to have his 
family around him.  

Surviving are a 
sister, Dietra Ann 
Paris; his children, 
Matthew (Karen) 
Paris, Martha (Zak) 
Paris Smith, Nancy 
Mills Drake and 
Susan Mills (Fred) 
Sanders; and 13 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n , 
Darren, Zachary and 
Benjamin Paris, Zak, 
Aidan, Zane, Zade 
and Pansy Smith, 
Merry, Sarah and 
Charity Drake and 
Freddy and Phoebe 
Sanders. 

He was preceded in 
death by his wife of 46 
years, Nancy King 
Paris; and his par-
ents, William Ralph 
Paris Sr. and Pansy 
Traylor Paris.  

Services were  Wed-
nesday, Sept. 25 at 
Morgan's Funeral 
Home with Fred 
Sanders officiating. 
Burial was in Paris 
Cemetery in Crit-
tenden County. 

Expressions of 
sympathy may be 
made to Paris Ceme-
tery Association, c/o 
Charles Hunt, 501 E. 
Bellville St., Marion, 
KY 42064. 

 

Spencer 
Vernon Paul 

Spencer, 80, of Kut-
tawa, died Sunday, 
Sept. 15,  2024 at his 
home. He was born 
Oct. 17, 1943 in Lem-
ont, Ill. 

He was an electri-
cian and retired from 
ISP Chemicals, in Cal-
vert City as an electri-
cal maintenance 
supervisor. After re-
tirement, he became 
the Harbormaster at 
Kuttawa Harbor Ma-
rina in 2012. He en-
joyed boating and 
cars. He enjoyed mak-
ing and collecting 
knives and collecting 
guns. He loved his 
dog and spending 
time with friends and 
family. He was a self-
taught IT specialist; 
he also tinkered al-

ways and could fix 
anything. He was 
witty, a master of cre-
ating a jingle on the 
fly, and loved making 
people laugh. His fa-
vorite things in life, 
besides his wife, were 
chocolate and ice 
cream. 

Surviving are his 
wife of 28 years, Che-
ryl and their puppy, 
Bella; siblings, Lois 
(John) Bahnick of Ar-
lington Heights, Ill., 
Darrell Spencer of 
Sherman, Texas, 
Nancy (Ron) Taylor of 
Carrollton, Texas; 
children, Lisa Breed-
love of Kuttawa, Ian 
and Amy; grandchil-
dren, Kali Lewis, Gar-
rett Hina, Cody Hina, 
Logan (Kyle) Shaffer, 
Jordan (Tevan) 
Harper, Savannah 
Jane Walton; great 
grandchildren, Kloie 
Hale, Kendra, Kinsley 
and Kage Wilson, Ne-
vada and Oceann 
Hina, Camden, Isa-
belle and Braxton 
Hina, Forrest and 
Eloise Shaffer, Wes-
ton, Kolynn and Elias 
Harper; and several 
nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents 
Oscar and Mildred 
Spencer; siblings Alan 
(Audrey) Spencer, 
Betty (Bill) Laasch 
and Barbara Sullivan; 
a daughter, MaryAnn 
Hina and their be-
loved puppies Barkley 
and Ali. 

Funeral services 
were Sunday, Sept. 
22 at Lakeland Fu-
neral Home with Bro. 
Jeremy Short officiat-
ing. Burial was in 
Kuttawa Cemetery. 

Expressions of 
sympathy may be 
made in Vernon’s 
memory to God’s Cre-
ations animal shelter, 
c/o Jennifer Jae Berg, 
457 Brown Mines Rd, 
Marion, KY 42064. 
Dameron 

Marilyn Dameron, 
68, of Marion, died 
Sunday, Sept. 15, 
2024 at Livingston 
Hospital. She was 
born Sept. 10, 1956 
to Orville and Nina 
Gass of Marion. 

Surviving are a 
daughter, Vicki Dam-
eron of Flordia; two 
grandchildren, Ashtin 
Dameron and Tyler 
Dameron, both of 
Florida; and two 
sisters, Patsy (Doug) 
Walker of Pride and 
Felecia Myers of Stur-
gis; and several nieces 
and nephews. 

She was preceded 
in death by her par-
ents; and a brother-
in-law, Tony Myers.  

Her wishes for cre-
mation were honored, 
and a private family 
service will be held. 
Jennings 

Fredonia resident 
James “Emmett” Jen-
nings, 91, culminated 
his life in a completely 
worn-out body Sun-
day, Sept. 22, 2024. 

In his family tradi-
tion, he loved to spin 
his wheels having 
spent most of his life 
being a truck driver.  
His other identity as a 
retired veteran of the 
United States Air 
Force was evident.  He 
served the nation 
proudly for over 21 
years through both 
the Korean and Viet-
nam wars.  He was a 
Christian, a Mason, a 
Shriner, a 
husband, 
a father, 
g r a n d -
f a t h e r , 
and great-
g r a n d -
f a t h e r .  
He was a 
w e s t e r n 
Ken tucky 
native of 
Crittenden 
County who 
resided in 
C a l d w e l l 
County.  He loved 
roaming about Mar-
ion, Fredonia, Eddy-
ville, Kuttawa and 
many other places in 
western Kentucky 
and southern Illinois. 
His favorite pass-
times included help-
ing those in need, 
tinkering in his shop, 
and lawn care. 

He was an active 
member of Crit-
tenden, Caldwell, and 
Lyon counties.  May 
his good memory and 
quick smile remain 
for years to come. He 
will be missed by his 
family and many 
friends. 

Surviving are a son, 
David Jennings; and 
siblings Glyndall, 
Robert and Opal Lee; 
along with grandchil-
dren, great-grandchil-
dren, nieces, and 
nephews. 

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Ber-
nice Jennings; a son, 
Kevin Jennings; his 
father, Ray Jennings; 
mother Opal Jen-
nings; and a brother, 
Charles Jennings.   

Visitation is at 
Myers Funeral Home 
from 1-2 p.m., Friday, 
Sept. 27 with service 
to follow 2 p.m.  After 
a brief graveside re-
membrance at Maple-
view Cemetery, he will 
be laid to rest along-
side his wife and eld-
est son.  Memorial 
donations may be 
made to Mapleview 
Cemetery Association, 
P.O. Box 544, Marion, 
KY 42064 for perpet-
ual care of his and the 
many other families 
sacred internment 
sites. 

 
Powell 

Ruth Ann (Bath-
gate) Rob-
e r t s 
P o w e l l , 
91, died 
Saturday, 
Sept. 21, 
2024 at 
her home 
in Smith-
land. 

She was born and 
raised in Branchfield, 
N.J. Her parents rec-
ognized her gift of 
singing and enrolled 
her in voice training 
when she was a 
young girl. 

She later split her 
time working at Se-
lected Risks Insur-
ance Co. as the 
in-house attorney 
secretary and later 
the Special Investiga-
tion Unit and farming 
with her husband, 
Robert, and raising 
their children. She 
was a 4-H leader, 
choir director, Sun-
day School superin-
tendent, youth group 
leader and could be 
counted on to organ-
ize church suppers. 
While living in San 
Diego she worked as 
secretary for the pres-
ident of N.C.R. Corpo-
ration before moving 
to Smithland to be 
near her children and 
grandchildren. She 
obtained a job as 
Water Works clerk be-
fore taking the job of 
city clerk and treas-
urer for the City of 
Smithland for 21 
years. She organized 
Civil War reenact-
ments, Smithland 
historic walking tours 
for the visiting 
quilters and nego-
tiated plans for the 
Delta Queen and Mis-
sissippi Queen to 
dock so the pas-
sengers could take 

part in tours and en-
tertainment by histo-
ric characters from 
the Kentucky Hu-
manities Council. She 
also became a Ken-
tucky Colonel on her 
75th birthday. 

Surviving are a son, 
David Roberts of 
Hampton; a daughter, 
Dianne Roberts 
(Danny) Fraley of 
Smithland; a brother, 
William (Beverly) 
Bathgate of Branch-
ville, N.J.; four grand-
children, Sean 
(Lauretta) Roberts of 
Hampton, Va., Dustin 
(Angela) Roberts of 
Jacksboro, Tenn., 
Aaron Roberts of 
Louisville, Luke Fra-
ley and fiancé Natalie 
Welker of Benton; and 
eight great- grandchil-
dren, Keagan Roberts, 
Jeslie Roberts, Ashton 
Roberts, Sloan Rob-
erts, Nairobi Cox, 
Kaiya Cox, Jace Wil-
son and Carson Fra-
ley. 

She was preceded 
in death by her hus-
band, Robert Roberts; 
and her parents, Wil-
liam and Irene (Reyn-
olds) Bathgate. 

Services are at 2 
p.m., Friday, Sept. 27 
in the chapel of Boyd 
Funeral Directors and 
Cremation Services 
with Billy Downs offi-
ciating. Burial is in 
Smithland Cemetery. 

Visitation is 11 
a.m., until the funeral 
hour. 

Community Calendar 
Call (270) 965-3191 to share your organization’s  

Thursday, Sept. 26 
• Line dancing begins at 9:30 a.m., at the Crittenden 
County Senior Citizens Center. 
• Crittenden County Public Library board of directors 
will meet at 5 p.m. 
Monday, Sept. 30 
• Boundless Bookworms, a book club for youth in kin-
dergarten through fourth grade, begins at 3:30 p.m. 
• Narrative Navigators, a book club for fifth- through 
ninth grades begins at 4:30 p.m., at the Crittenden 
County Public Library. 
• A Beef Quality Assurance program will begin at 6 
p.m., at the Crittenden County Extension Annex. 
Wednesday, Oct. 2 
• Walk in the Park begins at 3 p.m., at Marion City-
County Park. 

Deaths

Fredonia series finale 
Winners of the 2024 West Kentucky Jackpot Saddle series hosted by Fredonia Valley 
Riding Club were recognized earlier this month. Youth winners are (kneeling front 
in top photo) are Fletcher Overton, youth 4D champion; (standing from left) Payton 
Chitwood, 4D reserve youth champion; Addison Wood, 1D youth reserve champion; 
Haylie Hunt, youth 1D champion; Allie Ramage, 2D youth champion and reserve 
champion; Hayden Cothran, youth 3D champion; and Alleigh Butler, 3D reserve 
champion; Riding Club president Michael Wood and event coordinator Blair Knight. 
Not pictured, Kaydence Herber, peewee reserve champion. Open winners (front ffom 
left in lower photo) are Danielle Hart, 2D reserve ohampion; Macie Hunt, 1D reserve 
champion; Ty Faughn, 1D champion; Karsyn Potter, 2D champion; Addy Kirby, 3D 
champion; Alleigh Butler, 3D reserve champ; and Isabella O’Neal, 4D and reserve 
champ Not pictured, Chloe Richiard, adult 2D champion; and Jeff Overton, adult 3D 
champion, (back row) Mandy Hunt, Michael Wood and Blair Knight. 
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50 YEARS AGO 
September 26, 1974 
n Crittenden County High School seniors Cynthia Mc-
Dowell and Jeff Binkley were named semifinalists of the 
National Merit Scholarships to be awarded in 1974. 
n Cheerleaders at Mattoon Elementary School were 
Linda Hina, Fay Templeton, Darlene McConnell, Tanya 
Heady, Jeanette Hinchee, Karen Gibson and Charlene 
McConnell. Sponsor was teacher Phyllis Sykes. 
n Best Care Nursing Home honored September birth-
days, including William T. Adams, Mrs. Glen Hayden 
and Noah Light. Kanley Gilland presented entertain-
ment. 
n Carolyn Denise Curnel, 5, and her brother James 
Kirk Curnel, 3, raised some large carrots measuring 2 
1/2 inches around at the top, resembling more of a 
sweet potato. 
n Richard Grainger was principal and eighth grade 
teacher of Mattoon Elementary School.  
n Crittenden County Cross Country runners earned 
second place behind Providence. Runners included 
Mickey and Larry Tinsley, Keith Cosby, David Perry-
man, Jimmy Croft, Steve Rogers, Steve Roberts and 
Dale Decker. 
n Esther Stout and Pauline Kemper won the Marion 
Country Club ladies league after a 12-week schedule. 
 

25 YEARS AGO 
September 23, 1999 
n Shanna Moore of Marion was named Miss Kentucky 
after the originally-crowned Heather French won Miss 
America. Moore, the daughter of Ralph and Cindy 
Moore, had been first runner-up in the Miss Kentucky 
pageant and ascended to the title of Miss Kentucky 
when it was vacated by French. 
n A blocked punt led to the Rockets’ 7-0 victory over 
Ballard County. The only score came when linemen 
Joey Rich and Matt Jent blocked a punt and Steve 
Thompson fell on it in the end zone. 
n Crittenden County’s JV soccer team got its first win 
in the history of the soccer program, defeating Lyon 
County 1-0.  
n FFA members attending the UK Leadership Confer-
ence were Scott Rich, Kristina Wallace, Jena Haugen, 
Nicole Sexton, Robert Holloman, Lindsay Deer, Elliot 
McKinney and Stephanie Alexander. 
n Winners of the four-person golf tournament in Marion 
were David Sullenger, Mike Phelps, Kyle Myers and 
Ford Branch, Jr. 
 

10 YEARS AGO 
September 26, 2014 
n A deal to replace lighting at Marion City-County Park 
combined funding from Crittenden County Fiscal Court, 
City of Marion, Crittenden County Board of Education 
and Marion Tourism Commission, each entity pledging 
$7,000 each year for 10 years. 
n Jenny Sosh began her career as director of the Crit-
tenden County Senior Citizens Center. 
n Crittenden County Homemakers prepared a quilt to 
be given away during the Pumpkin Festival. Homemak-
ers involved in the project were Barbara Myers, Micki 
Crider, Sarah Ford, Kathy Bechler, Jerrell James, Darl 
Henley, Brandi Potter, Barbara Gilland, Algie Richards, 
Pat Carter, Sharon Giltz, Dot Boone, Kay Long and 
Sue Parent. 
*Winners of the Salem barbecue cook-off were Ricky 
Dunkerson and Terry Croft, grand champion ribs; Tony 
and Vicki Lasher, Joy Slayden, Becca and Dustin 
Curry, best chicken; and Kendall Teitloff, Dustin Conner 
and Melbourne Conner, best pulled pork.  
 

Read Brenda Underdown’s 
Forgotten Passages column 

at The Press Online 
between newspaper issues. 

 

Brown writes manual 
for KY juvenile laws 

Assistant Henderson County 
Attorney Maci Brown, who has 
deep Crittenden County roots, 
was instrumental in writing Ken-
tucky’s first Juvenile Delinquency 
Manual for Prosecutors in Ken-
tucky. The manual is a compre-
hensive guide to Kentucky 
juvenile delinquency law, which 
will be used as a training and 
reference tool for prosecutors 
across the state.  

Brown, who 
prosecutes public 
offenses on the 
juvenile docket in 
Henderson 
County, was 
tapped for the 
project by Hen-
derson County 
Attorney Steve Gold, who has 
been involved in creating Ken-
tucky juvenile laws. 

The manual includes best 
practices and new Kentucky Re-
vised Statutes relating to 
mandatory detention, truancy 
and length of diversions in juve-
nile cases. 

Other states have manuals for 
juvenile prosecution, but Ken-
tucky did not. Brown said the 
benefit is having all law, rules 
for court procedures and docu-
ments pertaining to juveniles 
into one comprehensive docu-
ment. 

Brown, a 2022 graduate of In-
diana University-Bloomington 
Maurer School of Law, is the 
daughter of Crittenden County 
natives Nicky and Danette Brown 
and granddaughter of Rozella 
Singleton and Nancy Joyce. She 
was an intern three years ago in 
the Commonwealth Attorney’s 
Office in Marion.  

Brown and Gold recently pre-
sented Brown’s work during a 
training session at the Kentucky 
Prosecutors conference.  

 

Buc-ees back on in 
Christian County 

A previously canceled plan to 
develop a Buc-ee’s megaplex 
gas station and convenience 
center in Christian County at Exit 
89 of Interstate 24 is back on. 

Last week, Oak Grove City 
Council approved an incentive 
package for the Texas-based 
chain to open a Buc-ees there, 
according to various news 
sources in Hopkinsville. Con-
struction is expected to begin in 
spring 2025. 

 

Livingston Bale Trail 
 Livingston County 4-H Bale 

Trail registration closes Friday, 
Sept. 27 and all displays must be 
up by 8 a.m. on Monday, Sept. 
30. The registration fee of $20 
supports 4-H programs and 
county be paid at the Livingston 
County Extension Office or on 
their Facebook page. 

Displays can be non-tradi-
tional (painted bales, etc.) or 
traditional fall decor (non-
painted bales and fall decor). 
They can consist of square, 
round, loaf, loose hay or straw. 
The decoration materials are not 
limited in any way but should be 
decorated in a good clean 
wholesome nature, keeping the 
values of the Livingston County 
4-H program.  

Maps for the bale trail will be 
made available on Oct. 1 and 
voting will take place Oct.1-31. 
Winners will be announced on 
Saturday, Nov. 2  at the 3rd an-
nual bale blast at the Livingston 
County Extension office located 
in Smithland. 

For more information about 
the event contact the Livingston 
County Extension office at (270) 
928-2168 or email 
shares.schoonover@uky.edu. 

 

Morganfield’s annual 
Corn Fest this week 

Sponsored by the Lions Club, 
Morganfield will host its 50th 
Corn Festival Thursday through 
Saturday this week. The festival 
includes pageants, inflatables, 
games, food vendors, entertain-
ment and a carnival. 

There will also be a pickle ball 
and sand volleyball tournament, 
a cross fit competition, talent 
show, fireworks, a 5K race, baby 
contest, Cubmobile races, beard 
contest, 9-ball tournament and 
parade.  

Blazina promoted to 
GM at Paxton Media 

Marion resident 
Johnny Blazina 
has been pro-
moted to general 
manager of Pax-
ton Media 
Group’s western 
Kentucky news-
papers. He previ-
ously had served 
as sales manager. 

As general manager, Blazina 
will oversee the retail sales de-
partment, circulation and pro-
duction of seven Paxton Media 
Group newspapers, including 
The Paducah Sun, The Southern 
Illinoisan, The Mayfield Messen-
ger, Metropolis Planet, The Mar-
shall County Tribune-Courier, 
The Princeton Times Leader and 
The Lyon County Herald Ledger. 

Blazina is a 23-year employee 
of Paxton Media. 

 

Extension hosting  
Successful Saturday 

Crittenden County Extension 
Service is hosting a Successful 
Saturday event starting at 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 28 at its office 
on US 60 East.  

There will be four sessions on 
money and time management, 
employability and parenting. 
These offerings count toward 
credits for Community Christ-
mas qualification. 

The schedule begins with a 1 
p.m., class on how to learn and 
practice essential skills to suc-
ceed in life and improve em-
ployability. The 2:30 p.m. 
session is on personal and 
household budgeting and how 
to spend and save wisely. At 
3:15 p.m., an active parenting 
class will help you and your 
family achieve a more satisfying 
life. And at 5 p.m., will be the 
Time Well Spent class to help 
you analyze habits that may slow 
productivity efforts. 

For more information or to 
register, call 270-965-5236. 

  

Sheriff shoots judge 
It still is not clear what 

prompted a Kentucky sheriff to 
kill a district judge, shooting 
him multiple times inside the 
county courthouse last week.  

A preliminary investigation in-
dicates Letcher County Sheriff 
Shawn “Mickey” 
Stines shot Dis-
trict Judge Kevin 
Mullins with his 
service weapon 
following an ar-
gument inside 
the courthouse, 
according to Ken-
tucky State Police. 

Mullins, 54, 
who held the 
judgeship for 15 
years, died at the 
scene, and Stines, 
43, surrendered 
without incident. 
He was charged 
with one count of 
first-degree murder. 

Reports said the men were 
good friends and often had 
lunch together. 

Although it has not been con-
nected to the shooting, the 
sheriff had recently been de-
posed as part of a federal law-
suit involving a deputy who 
allegedly had a sexual encounter 
with a woman inside the judge’s 
courthouse office. 

 

Fed cuts funds rate 
United States Federal Reserve 

last week cut the benchmark 
federal funds rate by half a per-
centage point to the 4.75 per-
cent to 5 percent range. It said 
the move was done in response 
to progress on inflation. 

The rate had been in the 5.25 
percent to 5.5 percent range 
since July 2023. 

While the rate sets short-term 
borrowing costs for banks, it 
spills over into multiple con-
sumer products such as mort-
gages, auto loans and credit 

cards. 
Consumer interest rates re-

main about 8 percent or higher 
while a 30-year fixed mortgage 
is around 7 percent. 

 

DL vision screening 
Vision screening will be re-

quired in Kentucky next year for 
anyone renewing a Kentucky 
driver’s license. This new re-
quirement, enacted during the 
2021 General Assembly, aims to 
promote highway safety by en-
suring that all drivers maintain 
good vision throughout their 
driving career. 

Starting Jan. 1, all Kentuckians 
must undergo a vision screening 
to renew their license. Multiple 
states also have adopted 
mandatory vision screenings, in-
cluding Indiana, Ohio and Mis-
souri, to ensure drivers have the 
visual acuity required to operate 
a vehicle safely. 

"Driving is a privilege many of 
us enjoy and this best practice is 
one way we look out for each 
other on the road to make our 
highways safer for everyone," 
said Gov. Andy Beshear. 

House Bill 439, signed into 
law by Gov. Beshear after the 
state legislature passed it three 
years ago, now takes effect on 
Jan. 1, 2025. Key details of the 
new vision screening process in-
clude: 

Vision screenings can be 
completed at no cost at any 
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 
(KYTC) Driver Licensing Regional 
Office at the time of license re-
newal and, on average, takes 
less than 1 minute to complete. 

Drivers also have the option 
of conducting a vision exam with 
their vision specialist (op-
tometrist/ophthalmologist), or a 
vision screening with a KYTC-
credentialed osteopath, physi-
cian, or advanced practice 
registered nurse in advance of 
their license renewal visit. Start-
ing in 2025, upon request, the 
medical professional will com-
plete an approved state-issued 
form that they will give to the 
patient if they pass. The patient 
may bring the form to their li-
cense renewal visit if the form 
and exam were completed within 
12 months of the license re-
newal visit. The driver will not 
need to take a vision screening 
at a regional office.  

If a driver does not pass the 
vision screening at a regional 
office, they will be instructed to 
see a vision specialist for correc-
tive measures before proceeding 
with license renewal. 

Kentuckians are encouraged 
to bring corrective lenses if con-
ducting a vision screening at a 
regional office. A restriction will 
be placed on your license if you 
pass the vision screening while 
wearing glasses. 

Vision screenings can only be 
performed once at a regional of-
fice during each renewal cycle. 

Online and mail-in driver’s li-
cense renewal will still be avail-
able after Jan. 1, 2025 for 
Kentuckians who choose to 
complete a screening with a vi-
sion or qualifying medical spe-
cialist. The cardholder simply 
needs to upload the official, 
signed form provided by their 
medical professional when re-
newing on drive.ky.gov. 

"We know this will be a 
change for license holders when 
it’s time to renew every four or 
eight years, but it’s a measure 
driven by safety, and that’s 
something we can all get be-
hind,” said Transportation Cabi-
net Secretary Jim Gray. “People 
are the most precious cargo on 
our roads.” 

Existing state law allows Ken-
tuckians to renew their driver’s 
license up to 180 days (roughly 
6 months) before their card ex-
piration date. It is strongly ad-
vised to renew early should any 
corrective measures be needed 
to improve vision while their li-
cense is still valid. During every 
renewal cycle for drivers 21 
years of age or older, cardhold-
ers have the option of choosing 
a driver’s license valid for four 
or eight years. 

Appointments for license re-
newals are strongly encouraged 
to minimize wait times, although 
walk-ins will still be accommo-
dated. No separate appointment 
is needed for the vision screen-
ing. 

 
Between Printed Editions  

Tune in to The Press Online 
for breaking news.  

4                                                                                                                        THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, September 26, 2024

  

Crittenden Press  

USPS 138-260 Copyright 2024 

125 E. Bellville St. | P.O. Box 191 | Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.3191 | www.the-press.com 
Chris Evans | Editor and Publisher 

Allison Evans | Advertising Manager 
Alaina Barnes | Graphic Design 

Kayla Maxfield | Reporter 
Jamie Brown | Delivery 

The Crittenden Press (USPS 138-260) is published weekly 
by The Crittenden Press Inc., P.O. Box 191, 125 E. Bellville 
St., Marion, KY 42064. Periodicals postage paid at Marion, 
KY and at additional mailing offices. Subscriptions $38 to 
$75 per year. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
The Crittenden Press, P.O. Box 191, Marion, KY 42064. 
The Crittenden Press is your primary source of news and 
information for this community. We’re proud to serve our 
community and we take great pride in bringing you real 
news, sports reporting and other information that helps you 
know what’s going on in town and across the county. Help 
ensure that real reporting continues in this community by 
subscribing today.  You can subscribe online to the full 
version of the newspaper for only $3.89 a month. Try 
our new e-Edition newspaper emailed straight to your 
inbox every Wednesday. Go online to The-Press.com 
for more about how to subscribe electronically. 

 

Brown

Mullins

Stines

Blazina



THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, September 26, 2024 5

Religion The Crittenden Press CrittendenPress.Blogspot.com

Letting others know 
what you want is the be-
ginning of getting what you 
want. This is true in mar-
riage, friend-
ship, business, 
and even in our 
r e l a t i o n s h i p 
with God, in its 
own way. What 
is it that drives 
the things that 
we want? Every 
request that we 
make has a mo-
tive behind it.

All of us have 
at the very core 
of our being, 
a deep desire 
in our hearts. 
Where does that 
originate? For 
some it is a life-
long pursuit of 
trying to 昀ll a 
gap that has been unfair-
ly wrenched away from 
us before we even knew 
what was happening. 
These gaps usually begin 
in childhood because of 
things that happened out 
of our control. They need 
not be intentional or even 
bad. They just are. Pursu-
ing those gaps will give us 
the desires of our heart.

There are those who 
seek power or money or 
fame. The things that 
we seek after will give us 
the desires of our hearts. 
These are the things that 
we become passionate 
about and will not compro-

mise. One might be pas-
sionate about diversity, or 
love, or equality, or justice. 
Seeking these things will 

determine our 
desires. One 
might seek ac-
ceptance and 
will bend them-
selves in pret-
zels to see that 
it happens. 

The problem 
here is that for 
some, desires 
have replaced 
what we should 
be seeking. 
This causes us 
to lose sight of 
other very im-
portant aspects 
of life. The thing 
that we seek be-
comes our god. 
It is possible 

for good things to become 
idols that make it dif昀cult 
for us to remain civil with 
each other.

King David knew this. 
He knew the only good and 
true source of the desire 
of our heart. Here are the 
opening verses of Psalm 
37,

“Do not fret because of 
those who are evil

or be envious of those 
who do wrong;

for like the grass they 
will soon wither, 

like green plants they 
will soon die away.

Trust in the LORD and 
do good; 

dwell in the land and en-
joy safe pasture.

Take delight in the 
LORD, 

and he will give you the 
desires of your heart.”

There is wisdom here 
for us today. We can be so 
distracted by fretting over 
those who are “evil” that 
the thing we seek becomes 
the opposite of whatever 
“they” are wanting. This 
will degrade our desires 
and prevent us from doing 
the good that we could be 
doing.

To use the language 
above, taking delight in the 
demise of one we consider 
an opponent will color our 
desires. It will degrade our 
souls and cause us to vain-
ly put our faith in people 
rather than our Creator.

The words of Jesus in 
the Sermon on the Mount 
remind us of a truth, 
“Ask, and it will be given 
you; seek, and you will 
昀nd; knock, and it will be 
opened to you. For every 
one who asks receives, and 
he who seeks 昀nds, and 
to him who knocks it will 
be opened.” Matthew 7:7-
8 (RSV) Jesus is speaking 
here of the kingdom of 
God, but it is a true state-
ment of anything that we 
seek. We will often 昀nd 
what we seek. But if it is 
other than the kingdom of 
God it will be less than we 
imagined.

G.K. Chesterton lived 

in a violent political envi-
ronment. In the following 
quote he is talking about 
the degrading of our de-
sires because we have 
forgotten to seek what is 
truly important. Too often 
we allow the good to make 
the better impossible. Here 
is what he says, “Man has 
always lost his way. He has 
been a tramp ever since 
Eden; but he always knew, 
or thought he knew, what 
he was looking for. Every 
man has a house some-
where in the elaborate 
cosmos; his house waits 
for him waist deep in slow 
Norfolk rivers or sunning 
itself upon Sussex downs. 
Man has always been look-
ing for that home which is 
the subject matter of this 
book. But in the bleak and 
blinding hail of skepticism 
to which he has been now 
so long subjected, he has 
begun for the 昀rst time to 
be chilled, not merely in 
his hopes, but in his de-
sires. For the 昀rst time in 
history he begins really 
to doubt the object of his 
wanderings on the earth. 
He has always lost his 
way; but now he has lost 
his address.” (G.K. Ches-
terton, What’s Wrong with 
the World, Chapter 9)

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Seeking the desires of the heart

n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email 
dbrantpc@tds.net and request a 
video link that hopefully will change 
your mind.

n Salem Baptist Church Thrift 
Store is open 9 a.m.-1 p.m., Tues-
day and Saturday at 209 Highland 
St., Salem.

n The Clothes Closet of the First 
Baptist Church in Fredonia is open 
to serve the area with free clothes. 
The Clothes Closet is operated 
from 1-3 p.m. each Thursday. The 
Clothes Closet will be closed in 
case of rain.

n Fredonia Unity Baptist 
Church’s clothes closet is open 
from 9 a.m. to noon on the sec-
ond and fourth Saturday of every 
month.

n The clothes closet at Mexico 
Baptist Church is open from 9 to 
11:30 a.m. each Monday.

Religious OutreachRainbows are signs of God protecting us
Question:  The tor-

nado that came through 
Dawson Springs three 
years ago peeled back 
part of our roof. Recently, 
the strong storm that fol-
lowed the path of the pre-
vious tornado blew many 
limbs off our trees. When 
the storm siren goes 
off, I’m terri昀ed. When 
storms come, does God 
have any comfort for me?

A:  It seems strong 
storms are becoming a 
part of life in western Ken-
tucky. They scare most of 
us. When we are anxious 
about a storm, we need 
to take shelter as best as 
we can. Also, when we’re 
anxious about our ba-
sic needs—food, shelter 

and clothing—we must 
remember God provides 
for them (Matt. 6:25-33) 
We need to depend upon 
Him for help. In faith, we 
should remind ourselves 
“GOD’S GOT THIS!” No 
situation is too big for 
Him.

God made rainbows to 
remind Noah’s descen-
dants of His protection. 
God said, “I have set my 
rainbow in the clouds, 
and it will be the sign of 
the covenant between 

me and the earth. When-
ever I bring clouds over 
the earth and the rainbow 
appears in the clouds, I 
will remember my cov-
enant between me and 
you and all living crea-
tures of every kind. Never 
again will water become 
a 昀ood to destroy all life” 
Gen. 9:13-15).                                                                  

Rainbows provide vis-
ible reminders of God’s 
promise never to de-
stroy the earth again by 
a 昀ood. When we see a 
rainbow, we should re-
member God’s promise 
and take courage and 
comfort.

Send your questions 
to: bob@bobhardison.
com

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison
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Rural schools faced hardships
When I think back to 

my days at the county 
school of Crayne, I only 
have good memories, 
not realizing some of the 
hardships of the earlier 
days of our little county 
schools. That is why it 
is good to recall history 
and realize the hard-
ships and strong peo-
ple that worked to make 
things better. Edna 
Fritts Easley shared her 
memories of Freedom 
School back in 1987.

–––
Freedom School by 
Edna Fritts Easley
In the beginning the 

old Freedom School, 
then known as Harmo-
ny Grove, it was a log 
structure, one of the 
昀rst built in Crittenden 
County. It was located 
on the old Cave-In-Rock 
Road.  Marion Smart 
was the last teacher in 
the old school building.

It was known as Har-
mony Grove School 
until land for the new 
one-room school was 
obtained Aug. 11, 1917.  
The new school was a 
large modern build-
ing for those days. It 
had three large areas 
to hang your coats and 
store your lunch pails 
or sacks. It was at this 
time the name was 
changed to Freedom 
School.

When KY 91 was 
built, it split the school 
ground and left the 
s c h o o l h o u s e 
within 15 feet 
of the highway.  
The nearness 
of the highway 
was always a 
disadvantage 
to the school.

–––
Vandalism
In the mid 

1940s, the 
school be-
came a target 
for vandalism. 
Wartime had 
brought more 
a u t o m o b i l e s 
and a new era 
of youth re-
bellion. It ap-
peared to be a 
nightly sport of a group 
of youngsters from 
Marion to borrow the 
family car for a drive 
through town. Instead 
they would rush two 
and one-half miles out 
the highway to Freedom 
School and overturn the 
boys’ toilet, which sat 
within 昀ve feet of the 
highway, knock out a 
few window panes then 
head home as innocent 
as youngsters could be. 
Thus Freedom school 
building became a total 
wreck.

–––
Freedom School

 in the news
The story is told of a 

young ambitious man 
who 昀nished college 
under the G. I. Bill. A 
job was created for him 
in one of the state de-
partments by a group 
thinking consolidation 
was the answer to all 
school problems. This 
young man was sent to 
Crittenden County to 
survey all the schools 
and report on existing 
conditions. Freedom 
School, being easily ac-
cessible, was chosen as 
a model for his complete 
report.

Mable Ryan was the 
teacher at that time. 
The man was shocked 
when he saw this lovely 
lady tending her brood 
of 48 pupils. Also this 
happened to be a day 
after the boys’ toilet had 
been overturned and 
the facility owned by El-
mer Millikan was being 
used.  He took a pic-
ture of this ugly mess 
and one of Miss Ryan 
standing on the bro-
ken-down steps.  He se-
cured a sample of water 
from the open well.  As 
student Bruce McEuen 
drew the water from 
the well for him, he was 
also photographed. The 

water was reported un-
昀t for human consump-
tion. 

–––
Eyes Are Harmed

The young reporter also 
interviewed Ruth Clark, 
acting county school su-

perintendent at 
the time, and 
she reported 
some of the dif-
昀culties in the 
county schools. 
Children are 
suffering from 
vision impair-
ment resulting 
from bad light-
ing in the class-
rooms.  Clark, 
in Crittenden 
County, esti-
mated that 29 
percent of the 
pupils in that 
county had im-
paired vision. 
Very few ru-
ral schools are 

electrically lighted, and 
kerosene lamps present 
a 昀re hazard, so the only 
course open on a dark day 
is to squint and pray for 
sunshine. Some teach-
ers are so poorly trained 
that they keep the shades 
drawn halfway and some 
of the shutters closed. 

I saw one little boy in 
a dark corner with the 
tip of his nose almost 
touching the blackboard. 
He was trying to see the 
white chalk 昀gures on the 
board. Finally, he threw 
down the chalk in dis-
gust. Nor could I blame 
him, for I couldn’t see 
the 昀gures either. And 
nothing is being done for 
these children.  No effort 
is being expended to sup-
ply these children with 
glasses. No eye tests are 
given, and when I asked 
a teacher if a light meter 
were used in the school, 
she stood and stared be-
cause she had not the 
remotest conception of 
what a light meter might 
be. Apparently, Critten-
den, Livingston and other 
nearby counties have no 
means at their disposal 
for supplying glasses to 
needy children.

Worse than that, how-
ever, I found schools with 
not even one outside toi-
let, and some with one 
which must be shared by 
both boys and girls.  Only 
one county, McCracken, 
furnished tissues.  As 
one teacher in Livingston 
County expressed it, “The 
leaves from the trees are 
our toilet tissues, and 
they are almost gone for 
the winter.”

Soap is an unheard-of 
commodity in most of 
the schools. At the Free-
dom School in Crittenden 
County, Bruce McEuen, 
a 12 year-old said, “We 
wash our hands if we 
can get a glass of water 

to pour over them; but 
we don’t have any towels.  
We don’t have any soap or 
昀rst aid or nothing.”

As a result of this visit 
to Crittenden and sur-
rounding counties, a 
full page appeared in 
the Nov. 26, 1945 Sun-
day Louisville Couri-
er Journal, titled “The 
Real Truth About Our 
Schools.”  

–––
Help For Freedom 

School
In the spring of 1951 

I was teaching the third 
and fourth grades at 
Frances School. One 
night Braxton McDon-
ald, county school su-
perintendent, and Ivo 
Hughes, trustee of Free-
dom School, came to my 
house and ask me to 
help get Freedom School 
on its feet. Freedom be-
ing the home of my late 
husband and the school 
home of many of our 
family and friends, I con-
sidered this request.

In August 1951, I ac-
cepted the challenge of 
teaching all eight grades 
in one room and a total 
of 50 pupils. The parents 
were the most enthusi-
astic group I have ever 
known.

In October 1951, with 
the aid of Mary Bella-
my, we organized a par-
ent-teacher association. 
Eugene Brown, a father 
of three young children, 
became the 昀rst pres-
ident. The group met 
with the school board 
to discuss the possibil-
ity of hiring a second 
teacher. McDonald and 
the school board agreed 
to the need and made a 
deal with the represen-
tatives of the community 
to hire a teacher for the 
ensuing year. The com-
munity was to furnish 
the material and labor 
to put a partition in the 
one large room. The com-
munity rallied and every-
thing was made ready. 
Mary Todd was hired for 
the upper grades and I 
taught the lower ones.

During the 1951-52 
school term I struggled 
through with help from 
the entire community. 
Parents felt free to come 
and go in the school. I 
would like to pay tribute to 
Roma Millikan whom we 
called our “midwife.”  She 
cared for all cuts, bruises 
and wounds, made lem-
onade for us once a week 
in summer, popped corn 
in the winter and baked 
cornbread once a week to 
eat with our dried beans, 
which were cooked on the 
potbellied stove, which 
was used the heat of the 
school.

 –––
The last chapter 

In 1957, Freedom only 

had an enrollment of 15. 
The following year in 1958 
the school was consoli-
dated with Marion.  The 
building was sold and 
used for a 昀sh market and 
grocery store.  

After that the Critten-
den County Gun Club 
purchased the building, 
along with 15 acres, from 
the Millikan farm.  

The old school building 
was demolished, thus the 
happenings of Freedom 
School passed into histo-
ry.

–––
Past teachers and prom-

inent families
Some of the teachers 

who taught at Freedom 
were Emma Terry, who 
taught school many years 
and was a very strict dis-
ciplinarian; Homer Da-
vidson, David  Postleth-
weighte, Gladys Graves, 
Lady Roe Runyan, Mable 
Ryan, Mary Todd, Lela 
McMican and Edna Fritts.

Some of the prominent 
family names of the Free-
dom area were McEuen, 
Nesbitt, Conger, Fritts, 
Brown, Roberts, Hughes, 
Gipson, Crider, Millikan 
and Perryman.  

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).
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Mabel Ryan, teacher (standing on left) and Ruth Clark, 
together with some pupils, talk about the building’s sad 
condition.

This picture of the Freedom school and grounds was 
taken by a young reporter in Nov. 1945.

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages



for sale
Red and tan couch, $75; red 
loveseat, $25; small sewing 
table, $10; exercise equip-
ment at 521 Pickering Hill 
Rd., Marion. (270) 963-5154. 
(1t-39-p)

Classi昀ed advertising works! 
Customers tell us they sell 
their items faster than they 
expect by listing in The Crit-
tenden Press! Call (270) 
965-3191 to post a classi昀ed 
ad.

1963 Ford 2000, 5-ft bush 
hog, 6-ft bush hog, cultivator 
(harrow), pond scoop, grat-
er blade and 2-bottom plow, 
$3,500 for all.  (270) 704-
0814. (2t-39-p)

sales
Large tag sale Oct. 3-5, 8 
a.m-3 p.m. Located in pole 
barn behind house at heart 
shaped pond (2331 US 60 
West, Marion) Due to health 
issues, we are downsizing 
and have been  marketing 
and selling furniture, house-
hold, glassware, Christmas 
decor, misc. tools, heavy 
duty wrenches, collectibles, 
primitive tools plus many, 
many miscellaneous items. 
(1t-39-p)

services
Pressure washing and clean-
ing, reasonable rates; you’ll 
be very satis昀ed. Call Jacin-
da Renner (270) 969-1664 
or (270) 988-3628. (1t-39-p)

CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room additions, 
rock driveways, clean ditch-
es. Call for quote (270) 724-
4672, Joe Mattingly Concrete 
Construction. (12t-43-p)

legal notice
Crittenden County Public 
Library, established under 
KRS 173.300, provides li-
brary services to citizens in 
Crittenden County, KY.  In 
accordance with Chapter 
65A and 424 of the Ken-
tucky Revised Statutes, the 
昀nancial records of Critten-
den County Public Library 
District for the period July 1, 
2023-June 30 2024 may be 
inspected at the Crittenden 
County Public LIbrary, 204 
W. Carlisle Street, Marion, 
KY, during administrative of-
昀ce hours:  Monday through 
Friday 9a.m. to 5 p.m.  Inqui-
ries should be made to the 
library Director, Leah Chum-
bler (1t-39-c)

No hunting or trespassing 
on the property known as 
the Dowdy or Pierson Prop-
erty at old Fords Ferry, Ky. 
Clarence “Joe Ledbetter. 
(2t-39-p)

Advertise your job opening, 
event, items for sale, auction 
etc. in this newspaper plus 
83 other Kentucky newspa-
pers including The Paducah 
Sun, Kentucky New Era 
(Hopkinsville), The Stur-
gis News, The (Princeton) 
Times Leader, The (Provi-
dence) Journal-Enterprise, 
The Union County Advocate, 
The Henderson Gleaner, 
The Livingston Ledger and 
The (Madisonville) Messen-
ger and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more in-
formation, contact the clas-
si昀ed department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at ad-
vertising@the-press.com.

statewide
CABLE/UTILITIES

DIRECTV OVER INTER-
NET - Get your favorite live 
TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability! 
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO Max 
and Premium Channels in-
cluded for 3 mos (w/CHOICE 
Package or higher.) No annu-
al contract, no hidden fees! 
Some restrictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-888-340-6138

AFFORDABLE TV & INTER-
NET. If you are overpaying 
for your service, call now for 
a free quote and see how 
much you can save! 1-877-
548-7494

Get DISH Satellite TV + In-
ternet!  Free Install, Free 
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000 
On-Demand Movies, Plus 
Limited Time Up To $600 
In Gift Cards. Call Today! 
1-855-633-4574

DIRECTV- All your enter-
tainment. Nothing on your 
roof! Sign up for Directv and 
get your 昀rst three months 
of Max, Paramount+, Show-
time, Starz, MGM+ and 
Cinemax included. Choice 

package $84.99/mo. Some 
restrictions apply. Call DI-
RECTV 1-866-292-5435

CELLULAR     

Get Boost In昀nite! Unlimited 
Talk, Text and Data For Just 
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G 
Networks, One Low Price! 
Call Today and Get The Lat-
est iPhone Every Year On 
Us! 855-841-2894
Consumer Cellular - the 
same reliable, nationwide 
coverage as the largest car-
riers. No long-term contract, 
no hidden fees and activation 
is free. All plans feature un-
limited talk and text, starting 
at just $20/month. For more 
information, call 1-833-353-
2982

DONATIONS (VEHICLES)

GOT AN UNWANTED 
CAR??? DONATE IT TO PA-
TRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free 
pick up. All 50 States. Patri-
otic Hearts’ programs help 
veterans 昀nd work or start 
their own business. Call 24/7: 
1-844-592-4235

Donate your car, truck, boat, 
RV and more to support our 
veterans! Schedule a FAST, 
FREE vehicle pickup and 
receive a top tax deduction! 
Call Veteran Car Donations 
at 1-833-984-2146 today!
FINANCIAL SERVICES

In昀ation is at 40 year highs. 
Interest rates are way up. 
Credit Cards. Medical Bills. 
Car Loans. Do you have 
$10k or more in debt? Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF 
and 昀nd out how to pay off 
your debt for signi昀cantly less 
than what you owe! FREE 
quote: Call 1-844-262-5602

HEALTH

Stroke and Cardiovascular 
disease are leading causes 
of death, according to the 
American Heart Associa-
tion. Screenings can pro-
vide peace of mind or early 
detection! Contact Life Line 
Screening to schedule your 
screening. Special offer - 5 
screenings for just $149. Call 
1-877-465-1309

Portable Oxygen Concentra-
tor May Be Covered by Medi-
care! Reclaim independence 
and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 888-982-
0374

HOME IMPROVEMENT

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  
Drafty rooms? Chipped or 
damaged frames? Need out-
side noise reduction? New, 
energy ef昀cient windows 

may be the answer! Call for 
a consultation & FREE quote 
today. 1-844-592-3968.  You 
will be asked for the zip code 
of the property when con-
necting.

Call LeafGuard and say 
goodbye to gutter cleaning 
for good. No cleaning. No 
leaking. No water damage. 
No more ladder accidents. 
Get LeafGuard today and 
be protected for life. FREE 
estimate. Financing avail-
able. 20% off total purchase 
(Restrictions may apply.) Call 
1-866-850-6999

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 20% off Entire Pur-
chase. Plus 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 
1-866-329-2415

Safe Step. North America’s 
#1 Walk-In Tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime warranty. Top-
of-the-line installation and 
service. Now featuring our 
FREE shower package and 
$1600 Off for a limited time! 
Call today! Financing avail-
able. Call Safe Step 1-888-
302-4539

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as one day. 
For a limited time, waiving 
ALL installation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. Subject to 
change and vary by dealer. 

(Offer ends 12/29/24.) Call 
1-866-837-5986

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No 
payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & pro-
fessional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  
Call: 1-888-841-2035

HOME SERVICES

Prepare for power outag-
es with Briggs & Stratton® 
PowerProtect(TM) standby 
generators - the most power-
ful home standby generators 
available. Industry-leading 
comprehensive warranty - 7 
years ($849 value.) Proud-
ly made in the U.S.A. Call 
Briggs & Stratton 1-877-548-
2927.

Prepare for power outages 
today with a Generac Home 
Standby Generator. Act now 
to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-844-688-8576 
today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a genera-
tor. It’s a power move.
INSURANCE SERVICES

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other 昀nal 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress

DENTAL INSURANCE from 

Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 400 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance - NOT just a dis-
count plan. Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-855-900-7392 www.
dental50plus.com/26 #6258

INTERNET OFFERS

Choose EarthLink Fiber 
Internet for speeds up to 
5 Gigs, no data caps, no 
throttling. Prices starting at 
$54.95. Plus, a $100 gift card 
when you make the switch.  
Call 1-833-974-4780

REAL ESTATE

Established event venue lo-
cated in Cynthiana - The Priz-
ing House. Turnkey business 
with an additional 16,000 SF 
warehouse, and parking lots. 
www.palmerhampton.com 
859-588-1520

ROOFING

ATTENTION: Metal Roofs 
from $5,995.00. LIMITED 
TIME. Will provide a FREE 
no contact estimate on your 
roof within 24 hours plus 40 
% off  Siding / Windows. Pay-
ments from $89/Mo*  800-
350-0591 *oac

Replace your roof with the 
best looking and longest last-
ing material – steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! Three styles 

and multiple colors avail-
able. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time Offer 
– up to 50% off installation + 
Additional 10% off install (for 
military, health workers & 1st 
responders.) Call Erie Metal 
Roofs: 1-888-306-0302

SECURITY

HOME BREAK-INS take less 
than 60 SECONDS. Don’t 
wait! Protect your family, your 
home, your assets NOW for 
as little as 70¢ a day! Call 
1-877-548-7486

SOCIAL SECURITY

YOU MAY QUALIFY for dis-
ability bene昀ts if you have 
are between 52-63 years old 
and under a doctor’s care 
for a health condition that 
prevents you from working 
for a year or more. Call now! 
1-877-548-7946

WRITERS WANTED

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions cur-
rently being reviewed. Com-
prehensive Services: Consul-
tation, Production, Promotion 
and Distribution Call for Your 
Free Author`s Guide 1-855-
209-2951 or visit dorrancein-
fo.com/Kentucky
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STAFF REPORT 
It is not uncommon at all 

for pregnant women to have 
unusual cravings. Generally, 
however, it is a longing for 
some type of food, maybe 
chocolate, pickles or even 
curry. Doctors figure hor-
mones are responsible as 
they’re wildly active during 
pregnancy, heightening 
senses of smell and taste, 
creating both cravings and 
aversions.  

Genetically, it is evident 
why nine-month-pregnant 
Ashley Owens had a hanker-
ing for deer last month. It 
has almost everything to do 
with the way she was raised, 
not some overreacting mes-
senger molecules in a body 
with child. 

Yep, she’s just an outdoors 
woman, and soon-to-be 
mother. 

Growing up, literally in the 
forests of northern Critten-
den County, the daughter of 
a game warden, Owens is 
now wife of deputy sheriff in 
training, Seth Owens, who 
loves the outdoors, too. You 
might aptly describe her as a 
true child of nature.  

When a cool snap visited 
the region early in archery 
deer season, Owens couldn’t 
knock the urge to be afield. 
So, she worked out a deal to 
nock an arrow, albeit tai-
lored specifically for a 
woman on the verge of clear 
and present labor.  

Thanks for a doctor’s ex-
cuse somewhat like those 
you get to miss work or leave 
school, Owens basically had 
a prescription for use of a 
crossbow during traditional 
archery season. You can do 
that, and having a conserva-

tion officer in the family 
helps to know those type of 
legal concessions. 

Based on her condition, 
the obstetrician obviously 
figured it best for the expect-
ing 24-year-old elementary 
school teacher to forego 
climbing a tree stand or 
pulling back a 43-pound 
Mathews bow.  

So, armed with a special li-
cense to hunt, Owens camo-
ed up, grabbed her crossbow 
and got into a side-by-side 
with her father, Kentucky 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife officer Randy Con-
way, and off they rode into 
the wilds of their very own 
Happy Hunting Ground just 
off the periphery of the Big 
Rivers Wildlife Management 
Area. 

“The adrenaline and being 
out in nature,” is what 
Owens says drives her pas-
sion to hunt. “I don’t have to 
kill anything to have a good 
time hunting. I can just relax 
and not think a thing about 
the real world.” 

An accomplished athlete in 
high school, Owens excelled 
in volleyball, basketball and 
softball. She was brought up 
hunting deer and turkey and 
when she started dating her 
now-husband in their late 
teens, she took up waterfowl 
and wingshooting. 

“I got my first turkey when 
I was eight years old,” she re-
members.  

Of course that memory of a 
hunt alongside her father re-
mains as warm as the her 
first deer a year later with a 
.30-30 lever-action Winches-
ter.  

She’s typically pretty selec-

tive when it comes to deer 
hunting, a trophy is some-
thing 130 inches or larger 
during archery season and 
160-plus with a rifle. She 
prefers bowhunting to mod-
ern gun season because of 
its obvious challenges and 
don’t look for her to sit over 
bait. She prefers fairer chase 
using scouting tactics 
learned growing up in a fam-
ily of hunters – her sister is 
an avid outdoors woman, too 
– and studying wind and 
weather patterns that affect 
and predict wildlife move-
ment.  

“Dad would take us hunt-
ing when we were little and 
he always made sure we un-
derstood gun safety and to 
make sure where we were 
aiming,” she said. “He taught 
me to read sign and tracks of 
all kinds of animals and to 
know what kind of wind is 
good have hunting.” 

Venison spaghetti and chili 

are favorites when it comes 
to table fare at home and you 
can bet her emerging brood 
will keep hunting a family 
tradition. And somewhere in 
a photo album or memory 
book will be snapshots from 
a late-summer deer hunt in 
2024. 

For sitting in a ground 
blind that afternoon in early 
September, as pregnant as 
she could be with Jack Ran-
dall, Owens bagged a small 
button buck. Photos helped 
capture the special moment.  

Just a yearly deer it was. 
Not your typical trophy, 
right?  

Wrong. 
Trophies are memories, 

features to hang on a wall 
that rattle loose reminders of 
great hunts from bygone 
days, perhaps with special 
friends. For Ashley Owens 
and her unborn son, it’s 
something neither will likely 
ever forget.  

Maron’s VFW Post 12022 conducted a memorial service Friday, Sept. 20 on POW/MIA 
Day, recognizing the anguish and misery soldiers and their families endured during 
their service. From left are Aleshia Allen and her dog Oakley, Gwen Martin, Ron Led-
ford, Sue Ledford, Adam Perkins and Donnie Orr. The VFW offers monthly program-
ming for veterans past and present at its Marion post. 

Youth Soccer League 
Recreational youth soccer leagues are in full swing at Marion-Crittenden County. 
During last week’s action (from left) Landon Wickham, Georgia Snyder and Jackson 
Warwick were engaged in a battle for the ball in the 4-under division.  

CODES 
Continued from page 1 

tures began to collapse, 
causing safety issues 
and creating property 
concerns for other 
nearby owners, Marion’s 
mayor say it’s prudent to 
take a close look at exist-
ing conditions here. 

Last week’s adoption of 
IPMC is a continuation of 
the city’s mission and 
dedication to improving 
the look and safety of 
town, Browning explains.  

“Adopting the IPMC is 
about ‘code reinforce-
ment.’ We’ve updated our 
ordinances to match 
neighboring communi-
ties and to give them 
more strength,” the 
mayor said. “Code En-
forcement (officers) will 
be letting property own-
ers know that we are se-
rious about maintaining 
basic standards that 
anyone should follow.” 

Browning said she’s al-
ready received feedback 
from the community, 
“from people who have 
said that the changes 
that have been made 
have given them incen-
tive to work on their own 
properties.” 

She hopes the city’s 
movement on this matter 
will have a ripple effect. 

“If you take pride in 
your property, hopefully, 
your neighbor will too,” 
Browning said. “The goal 
is not to create a picture-
perfect, manicured-lawn 
community.  At this 
point, we just need to 
hold owners accountable 
for maintaining their 
properties.” 

At the September 
meeting, City Attorney 
Bart Frazer explained 
that by adopting the 
IPMC, the council is pro-
viding further guidance, 
beyond current ordi-
nances, for building 
codes and maintenance 
codes.  

The IPMC is described 
as a maintenance docu-
ment intended to estab-
lish minimum 
maintenance standards 
for basic equipment, 
light, ventilation, heat-
ing, sanitation and fire 
safety. Responsibility is 
fixed among owners, op-
erators and occupants 
for code compliance. The 
IPMC provides for the 
regulation and safe use 
of existing structures in 
the interest of the social 
and economic welfare of 
the community, accord-
ing to its authors. It ad-
dresses sanitation, 
sidewalks, driveways, 
weeds, rodent harborage, 
accessory structure, 
parked automobiles and 
recreational vehicles, 
swimming pools, spas 
and hot tubs, structural 
integrity of properties 
and equipment that 
could make them unsafe 
or unfit for human occu-
pancy. 

Language adopted by 
the city says, “Existing 
structures and premises 
that do not comply with 
the IPMC and other city 
ordinances shall be al-
tered or repaired to pro-
vide reasonable 
minimum level of health, 
safety and general wel-
fare.” 

There were some areas 
that cut too deep, council 

members said. Dwight 
Sherer successfully lob-
bied the council to strike 
one part that would have 
prohibited recreational 
vehicles to be parked in 
yards without being on a 
concrete pad. That, he 
said, and others con-
curred, would be a bit too 
much to ask of local res-
idents. 

The IPMC also provides 
for an appeals process 
for property owners who 
are aggrieved by enforce-
ment situations, pointed 
out Councilman Taylor 
Davis.  

Sherer said common 
sense needs to be applied 
to enforcement. For in-
stance, he said, during 
demolition derby season, 
it should be reasonable 
to expect old cars to be 
sitting on lawns for a 
time, but perhaps not for 
months or years. 

“Discretion needs to 
come into play on this,” 
Sherer told the council. 

Councilwoman Wanda 
Olson said she knows of 
places in town where ve-
hicles and even farm 
equipment has been sit-
ting, unmoved since she 
was a child. 

The council voted 
unanimously to adopt 
the IPMC. Councilman 
Randy Dunn was absent 
from the meeting.  

“The end goal is to have 
a community that will at-
tract more businesses 
and families to move 
here, but today, it is 
more about the busi-
nesses and families who 
have chosen to stay 
here,” Mayor Browning 
said.

Ashely’s Chili Recipe: 

Call it Jack Randall Chili 
•Brown a pound of ground deer (with 
onion, optional), salt and pepper 
•Put in chili pot along with: 
•Quart of homegrown tomatoes or 2 
large cans of diced tomatoes  
•2 cans of medium or mild chili beans 
•1 small can of tomato sauce. 
•Bring to boil and simmer 
•Add cooked elbow noodles if desired  
Simmer until time to eat!  
•Add a small amount of ground beef to 
the ground deer if desired.

Soon-to-be a full-blown mom, Ashley Owens grew up hunting 
with her game warden father. Being pregnant didn’t stop her 
from getting a deer early this season.

Ashley Owens and her family typically 
process and grind their own venison.

Craving a hunt 9 months pregnant

America's democracy is 
only as good as the peo-
ple who run it - its vot-
ers. 

Yes, the "government of 
the people, by the people, 
for the people" so nobly 
referenced in Abraham 
Lincoln's Gettysburg ad-
dress starts with people 
like you and me who ex-
ercise our right to vote. 
There has never been a 
time in this nation's his-
tory when more of its 
people have been able to 
participate in democracy. 

But the RIGHT to vote 
is pound-for-pound 
equal to the RESPONSI-
BILITY attached to it. 
Voting carries with it a 
burden to responsibly 
wield the power of choice. 

Voting in Kentucky has 
already started with ab-
sentee balloting, but 
Election Day looms less 
than six weeks away. 

There are two votes in 
this and every election 
that are bad choices: 1) 
the vote not made, and 2) 
the uniformed vote. 

While votes not made 
leave someone else to 
make choices for you, the 
uninformed vote is dan-
gerous. It can move elec-
tions in a false direction 
and lead to unexpected 
consequences. 

Uniformed votes may 
lead a person to make a 
choice they do not intend 
because they simply do 
not understand the ques-
tion or know the candi-
dates. 

We have two lengthy 
state constitutional 
amendments on the bal-
lot and questions for le-
galizing medicinal 
marijuana locally. If you 
do not study these ques-
tions ahead of time, you 
may be left wondering in 
the booth what a Yes or 
No vote means. At that 

point, you are on your 
own ... and on the clock. 

Poll workers cannot in-
terpret these questions 
or help you answer them, 
and statutes give you 
only 4 minutes to mark 
your ballot, which will be 
two sided this fall. Elec-
tion workers will enforce 
this rule 
to keep 
the flow of 
v o t e r s 
m o v i n g , 
u n l e s s 
you have 
a disabil-
ity or 
o t h e r 
booths are 
empty. 

It is also 
your re-
sponsibil-
ity to know if there are 
write-ins for a particular 
race. So far, there are 
several for President, and 
we expect one or more for 
the Marion City Council 
race. You must ask poll 
workers for a list of write-
in candidates, as they 
will not be posted. 

Most importantly, a 
voter is responsible for 
knowing if they are regis-
tered in their home 
precinct before the books 
close on Oct. 7. If you 
wait until Oct. 8 and you 
are not registered, you 
will miss out on the most 
important election of our 
time. 

Likewise, voters have a 
responsibility for keeping 
their registration up-
dated with name and ad-
dress changes that could 
slow the process when 
they turn out to cast 
their ballot. Please, do 
not be the cause for hold-
ing up the line to vote on 
what will be one of the 
busiest elections on 
record. 

And bring your Ken-

tucky driver's license or 
photo ID. This will en-
sure you get checked in 
quickly. 

Know where and how 
you can vote, too. 

Anyone in the county is 
eligible to vote in person 
during the three days of 
Early Voting (Oct. 31-
Nov. 2) at the County Of-
fice Complex and at the 
Election Day Voting Cen-
ter (Nov. 5) in the same 
building. If you cannot 
make it in person, you 
have the option of absen-
tee voting. 

On Election Day, Mar-
ion city voters can vote 
only at the County Office 
Complex; same as the 
280 voters in Precinct 
D101 Fords Ferry 5. 
Rural voters in the far 
reaches of the county 
have the option of ballot-
ing closer to home, which 
could help them avoid 
waits at the busy Voting 
Center. 

If you need assistance 
to vote due to poor vi-
sion, shaky hands or an-
other impediment, you 
may bring someone to 
help you. 

Do not campaign for a 
candidate or amendment 
in the voting place. Put 
away the cell phone. Be 
patient and courteous, 
please. And be proud 
that you participated in 
shaping the future of 
your community, state 
and nation. 

Be a good voter. Just 
as owning a firearm is 
dangerous without an 
accompanying responsi-
bility; reckless, unedu-
cated voting can lead to 
dire consequences. 

If you are uncertain of 
anything related to this 
election, please visit 
GoVote.ky.gov or call our 
office at 270-965-3403.

Daryl 
TABOR 
CRITTENDEN 
COUNTY  
CLERK 
 

There are only 2 bad votes



STAFF REPORT 
Although Crittenden 

County was winless in four 
matches at last weekend’s All 
A Classic State Tournament 
at Elizabethtown, the girls 
and their coach found fortifi-
cation in their journey. 

Second-year head coach 
Savannah Tays said despite 
the disappointing record at 
the All A, there was a great 
deal of return. 

“I am super excited to have 
brought this team to this 
tournament,” said the coach. 
“They worked very hard and 
had a good learning experi-
ence. I hope to be able to use 
that to carry us for the rest of 
the season.” 

Her players echoed similar 
sentiments, pointing out that 
the challenges they faced on 
the All A stage tempered the 
team’s will to finish strong 
this season. 

“This was the best competi-
tion we have seen all season,” 
said senior Hannah Mott. “I 
think it will really help us 
moving forward.” 

Crittenden County remains 
one of the best teams in west-
ern Kentucky and is among 
favorites to capture its first 
ever Second Region title in 
October’s KHSAA playoffs. 
The girls have lost only once 
in the region and that was 
against Henderson County, 
which CCHS plays Oct. 14 to 
close out the regular season. 
The Fifth District Tourna-
ment starts Oct. 21 at Trigg 
County and the regional tour-
nament begins Oct. 28 at 
Christian County. 

“Hopefully we can take this 
energy and use it in school 
ball heading into regions,” 
said senior Carly Porter. 

CCHS lost all three of its 

pool play matches in the 16-
team tournament, which was 
divided into four, four-team 
pools to begin championship 
competition. After three pool 
play games, teams are seeded 
into one of two brackets – the 
championship track or a con-
solation bracket. 

With three losses in pool 
play, CCHS was relegated to 
the lower bracket where they 
lost a highly competitive 
match with Paducah’s Com-
munity Christian. 

In its first match at Eliza-
bethtown’s Bluegrass Sport-
splex, Crittenden fell 25-12, 
25-16 against Sayre, a pri-
vate school from Lexington. 

St. Henry, a private school 
in Erlanger in Northern Ken-
tucky, won the All A Classic 
championship, beating 
Louisville Holy Cross in the 
title match. Sayre lost to Holy 
Cross in the semifinal round. 

The Lady Rockets were de-
feated by Shelby Valley, a 
public school from Pikeville, 
25-15, 25-19 in their second 

match on Friday, the tourna-
ment’s opening day of action. 

On Saturday morning, 
CCHS had its best outing of 
pool play, winning the open-
ing set of a match against 
Raceland, a public school 
from northeastern Kentucky. 
Raceland took the second set  
by 10 points, but Crittenden 
closed the gap in the final 
game, losing by four in a 
match that finished 25-18, 
15-25, 21-25. 

Individually, against Sayre 
in the tournament opener, 
Mary Stephens had 7 digs, 
Mott and Brooke Winstead 
had 2 aces apiece and Porter 
posted 3 kills.  

Against Shelby Valley, 
Porter had 5 kills and Lilah 
Sherer recorded 10 assists. 

Porter scored 13 kills and a 
block in the loss to Raceland 
while Lacey Boone and Brae-
lyn Merrill had 6 kills and 2 
blocks each. Sherer posted  
28 assists and Stephens had 
9 digs. 

In bracket play against 

Community Christian, Porter 
had 15 kills and 3 blocks 
while Boone scored 9 kills 
and 2 blocks. Sherer had 35 
assists and Riley Kirby had 2 
aces. 

If Crittenden County can 
regroup and win the KHSAA 
regional tournament next 
month, it would earn a 
chance to host a first-round 
match in the state tourna-
ment against the Fourth Re-
gion champion. KHSAA’s 
state volleyball Final 8 will be 
held in Winchester at George 
Rogers Clark High School in 
November. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS  

Rocket sports schedule 

THURSDAY 
Volleyball hosts Hopkins Central 
FRIDAY 
MS Softball at Bowling Green/State  
Football at Owensboro Catholic 
SATURDAY 

MS Softball at Bowling Green/State 
Jr Pro Football at Union County 
Volleyball at Hopkinsville 
Cross Country at Marshall Invitational 
MONDAY 
Volleyball at Christian County 
Soccer hosts McLean County 
TUESDAY 
Soccer hosts Paducah Tilghman 
 
GOLF 

Couples event Oct. 5-6 

  Deer Lakes Golf Course in Salem will 
host its annual Vikings and Valkyries 
couples golf tournament on Saturday 
and Sunday, Oct. 5-6. There will be a 
10 a.m., shotgun start each day. Entry 
is $212, which includes practice 
round, meal and cart. Call 270-988-
4653 or visit the pro shop to register. 
 
FOOTBALL 

Junior Pro Results 

   Here are scores from last weekend’s 
Junior Pro games in the Western Ken-
tucky League: 
3rd/4th Hopkins 45, Webster 6 
5th/6th Hopkins 13, Webster 8 
3rd/4th Trigg 26, Union 0 
5th/6th Trigg 26, Union 0 
3rd/4th Caldwell 12, Crittenden 6 
5th/6th Crittenden 19, Caldwell 13, OT 
 

3RD/4TH STANDINGS 
Caldwell County                        3-0 
Hopkisn County                        2-1 
Trigg County                             2-1 
Crittenden County                     1-2 
Union County                            1-2 
Webster County                        0-3 

5TH/6TH STANDINGS 
Hopkins County                        3-0 
Crittenden County                     2-1 
Caldwell County                        2-1 
Trigg County                             1-2 
Webster County                        1-2 
Union County                            0-3 
 
BASKETBALL 

Big Blue Madness 

  University of Kentucky basketball’s 
Big Blue Madness is Oct. 11 at Rupp 
Arena. Tickets for the annual event will 
be distributed online beginning at 5 
p.m. Friday. Tickets are available on-
line only. Big Blue Madness will be the 
first for Kentucky men’s basketball 
under coach Mark Pope. Tickets will 
be available through ticketmaster.com. 
The event will be sponsored by the 
Ronald McDonald House of the Blue-
grass. 

CRITTENDEN GOLF 
Crittenden County’s girls finished up fall action in 

the First Region Tournament Tuesday at Ledbetter’s 
Drake Creek Golf Course. Junior Georgia Holeman 
shot a 47-54-101 in the 18-hole event and Abby Ko-
rzenborn shot 72-66-138. 

Livingston Central’s Taylor Leahy shot a 52-60-112. 
Neither of the Lady Rocket golfers nor Livingston’s 

player qualified for the state tournament. 
•Jaxton Duncan shot a career-best 40 at The Her-

itage Golf Course in Marion last Thursday and was 
medalist in Crittenden County’s final regular-season 
match. The Rocket golfers turned in their best score 
of the year, but lost by two strokes to Union County. 
Cash Singleton and Mitchell Brown had 46s for CCHS 
followed by Levi Quertermous at 49, Bentley Rushing 
51 and Jett Champion 53. Union was led by Camden 
Girten’s 42. 

The Rockets were scheduled to play in the First Re-
gion Golf Tournament Wednesday at Calvert City 
Country Club. 

•Georgia Holeman shot a personal best 40 in the 
Lady Rockets’ final regular-season golf match last 
Thursday at Deer Lakes. Teammate Abby Korzenborn 
shot a 59. Lyon County’s Lilly Perry was medalist with 
a 37 and Jenna Coursey was second with a 39. Hole-
man finished third. 

 
 

LADY ROCKET SOCCER 
 
Crittenden County (3-10) lost on the road 8-4 at 

Hopkinsville (10-6) Monday despite a good offensive 
showing. Ella Geary scored twice and Kylie Blood-
worth and Adri Berry added a goal apiece. Berry had 
2 assists and Haley More had one. In the goal, keeper 
Macibelle Hardesty had 8 saves and backup Madison 
Walker had 1. 

•Crittenden County snapped a 4-game losing streak 
by shutting out Union County 10-0 last Thursday in 
a high school soccer match at Marion. 

Kylie Bloodworth led the CCHS scoring with 4 goals 
while Adri Berry and Ella Geary added three apiece. 
Mollie Blazina had 3 assists for the Lady Rockets. 
Bloodworth had 2 and Berry and Geary each added 
an assist.  

Crittenden’s defense was stellar, preventing Union 
from getting a single shot on goal. CCHS has won 3 

matches this season, 2 have come against Union (1-
11). 

•CCHS got one goal from Ella Geary last week in a 
9-1 home loss to Hopkins Central (9-4). Goal keeper 
Macibelle Hardesty had 16 saves for the Lady Rock-
ets.  

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL SOFTBALL 
 
Crittenden County opens play Friday night in the 

Kentucky Open State Middle School Softball Tourna-
ment against South Warren. If the Lady Rockets win 
that game, they will likely face Owensboro Catholic in 
the 16-team tournament at Bowling Green.  

This was the second season for CCMS to have a fall 
middle school season and the girls finished 10-5 after 
starting off 1-3 out of the chute. 

 

CCHS CROSS COUNTRY 
Senior Mary Martinez finished 4th 

out of 63 runners with a time of 22 
minutes at the St. Mary Invitational 
Cross Country meet Saturday at Padu-
cah. 

Crittenden County’s Presley Potter 
was 22nd at 25:21, Ella Whitney 23rd 
at 25:39, Taylor Haire 50th at 32:00 
and Hannah Whitney 63rd at 44:14. 

Crittenden’s girls team finished 5th 
out of 7 teams. 

River Rogers led CCHS in 45th place with a time of 
20:31.49 in the 5K race. Behind him were Rocket 
runners Landon Starkey in 71st place in 21:43, Asa 
McCord 72nd at 21:45, Jayden Gibson 75th at 21:50, 
Noah Martinez in 110th place at 24:23 and Zach 
Rustin 113th at 24:37. The boys’ team finished 12th 
out of 16 teams.  

CRITTENDEN COUNTY FALL SPORTS ROUNDUP

Girls say state experience fortifies team

Lady Rockets in blue 
pictured (clockwise 
from above) are Lilah 
Sherer, Lacey Boone 
and Braelyn Merrill at 
the state tournament.

Net Results 
Defending the net for the 
Lady Rocket volleyball 
team at last weekend’s All 
A Classic State Tourna-
ment in Elizabethtown are 
(from left) Lilah Sherer, 
Brooke Winstead and 
Carly Porter. In the back is 
Mary Stephens. The girls 
ran into stiff competition 
and after going 0-3 in pool 
play, they lost to Paducah 
Community Christian in the 
consolation bracket. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PHOTOS BY ELLIOT EVANS

Back to the Grind

Crittenden County golfer Levi Quertermous stays down on an iron shot during a match last week.

PHOTO BY ALLISON EVANS

Martinez
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Marion Fire Department provided a little investigative hand last week when Critten-
den County Detention Center realized someone had tried to smuggle contraband 
into the facility. The ladder truck helped get investigators onto the roof where they 
searched for the contraband.

Pictured from left are Rana Richardson and John Thomas of Animal Housing Solutions, 
Livingston County animal control officer Janet Holeman, Livingston County Judge-Ex-
ecutive Teris Swanson, interim Crittenden County animal control officer Kory Griffith, 
Livingston County Sheriff Bobby Davidson, Crittenden County Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom, assistant Livingston County animal control officer Kim Stratton, animals shel-
ter employee Seth Tracy and Crittenden County Magistrate Scott Belt.

STAFF REPORT 
Magistrates last week 

approved a number of 
routine items during 
their monthly fiscal court 
meeting and also moved 
to use county and state 
funding for a number of 
fall road improvement 
projects.  

Flex Funds from the 
state will be used to pave 
11.4 miles of Long 
Branch Road, 0.6 miles 
of New Salem Road, 1  
mile of Wilson Farm 
Road and 0.45 miles of 
Valley View Road. Work 
is scheduled for this fall. 

Additionally, the 
county will spend some 
of its own money to 
repave 0.25 miles of 
Summers Mine Road, 0.3 
miles on Providence Road 
and 0.2 miles of Cop-
peras Springs Road.  

Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom said Providence 
Road late last year took a 
beating when the bridge 
on KY 120 was closed for 
several weeks. A base 
failure is being repaired 
there and on Copperas 
Springs.  

Newcom said cost to 
pave a mile of road is 
more than $90,000. 

In addition to paving 
projects this fall, a hand-
ful of county roads are 
scheduled for chip-and-
seal. For the first time in 
more than two years the 
county has been able to 
secure a contractor to 
chip-and-seal.  

Roads on the list are 
0.55 miles of Collins 
Road off KY 365, 2.5 
miles of overlay on top of 
Chapel Hill Road starting 
at Earl Patmor Road and 
heading away from Mar-
ion, 0.4 miles of Monroe 
Butler Road off Fords 
Ferry, 0.2 miles of 
Turkey Knob Road start-
ing at the intersection 
with Mt. Zion Road, 0.18 
miles of Lester Road off 
Main Lake Road, 0.25 
miles of Lakeview Drive 
off Chapel Hill and 
Guggenheim Road off KY 
1668. 

Newcom said a mile of 
chip-and-seal costs 
around $40,000. 

In other county busi-
ness last Thursday: 

•Local attorney Coby 
Evans was formally ap-
proved as assistant 
county attorney, replac-
ing Wes Hunt in that po-
sition. Hunt recently 
became full-time assis-
tant commonwealth at-
torney  and cannot hold 
both posts, according to 
Crittenden County Attor-
ney Bart Frazer. 

•Jailer Athena Hayes 
told county leaders that 
the detention center will 
be undertaking a fall 
project she’s dubbed 
Crittenden County 
Cares. Inmate work 
crews will be available to 
help spruce up the com-

munity.  She was at the 
city council meeting last 
week to offer the same 
assistance around town. 

Non-profit organiza-
tions may contact the jail 
with project proposals, 
Hayes said. She hopes to 
create a list and develop 
a fall schedule. This can 
include outdoor or indoor 
jobs, even painting. 

“We hope to enrich the 
community with this 
project,” Hayes told 
county magistrates.  

•In compliance with a 
circuit court order, mag-
istrates approved paying 
$250 apiece for a total of 
$500 for indigent attor-
ney fees for two county 
residents. The residents 
accruing the fees with 
Lindsay Durbin Law of 
Dixon were John Allen 
Kinnis and Charles H. 
Legrand. 

•Crittenden County 
Animal Shelter was hold-
ing 43 dogs to start last 
month with 41 in foster 
care. Three died due to 
medical reasons and 
none were euthanized. 
Six were reclaimed by 
their owners and 19 were 
adopted. To start this 
month there were 36 
dogs in foster care and 
41 housed at the shelter. 
About $1,000 was re-
ceived in sponsorships 
and donations. 

 

County roads being resurfaced, 
Evans new asst. county attorney 

Detention Center foils  
attempted painkiller plot
STAFF REPORT 

A Hopkinsville woman 
was caught in broad day-
light trying to throw con-
traband over a wall into 
an open area of Critten-
den County Detention 
Center last week. She is 
now facing what could be 
a long prison term if con-
victed. 

Jailer Athena Hayes 
said the investigation is 
continuing on the inside. 

The incident happened 
last Tuesday, Sept. 17. 
Hayes said the suspect 
was witnessed throwing 
an item or items over a 
jail wall intended for in-
mates in the recreation 
yard.  

W h e n 
authori-
ties ar-
r i v e d , 
t h e y 
found the 
s u s p e c t 
on the 
perimeter 
of the jail. 
She was 
allegedly trying to toss a 
flashlight filled with 14 
painkillers into the de-
tention center. 

Charged was Rebecca 
Rednour, 36, of Hop-
kinsville with first-degree 
possession of a con-
trolled substance (hy-
drocodone), possession 
of drug paraphernalia, 

first-degree promoting 
contraband and tamper-
ing with physical evi-
dence. The contraband 
charge is a Class C felony 
punishable by 5-10 years 
in prison. Rednour re-
mains lodged in Critten-
den County Detention 
Center on a $25,000 
cash bond.  

The jailer said Rednour 
was free on bond from 
another drug charge in 
Christian County. 

Marion Fire Depart-
ment with its ladder 
truck was dispatched to 
the scene to help scan 
the jail’s rooftop for any 
other contraband. None 
was found. 

Rednour

STAFF REPORT 
A purchase by Liv-

ingston County Fiscal 
Court of a dozen new 
kennels has extended the 
capacity for canines at 
the Crittenden County 
Animal Shelter. 

Livingston County 
Sheriff Bobby Davidson 
made the request to the 
fiscal court to purchase 
the new kennels from 
Animal Housing Solu-

tions in Florida. Each 
kennel holds four dogs. 

The kennels were deliv-
ered Friday, Sept. 20 to 
Crittenden County Ani-
mal Shelter. 

Interim animal control 
officer Kory Griffith said 
dogs are routinely turned 
away due to overcrowd-
ing.  

The new kennels, pur-
chased at a cost of 
$11,040, are elevated  

and will increase the 
number of kennels avail-
able for stray dogs in 
Marion to 40. 

Crittenden County 
houses animals from Liv-
ingston and Lyon coun-
ties. 

Griffith, who has been 
training as animal con-
trol officer for just shy of 
a month, said 15 dogs 
had been turned away in 
the last two weeks. 

COURSE 
Continued from page 1 

hired a real estate broker 
and posted the course, 
pool, restaurant and its 
nearly 70 acres for sale 
online with a $750,000 
price tag. A couple of 
times over the past year, 
King had been close to 
striking a deal, but those 
fell through for various 
reasons. Despite being 
courted by investors 
wanting the property for 
other enterprises, King 
had remained firm in a 
commitment to sell the 
club only to a buyer that 
agreed to keep its course 
and other amenities ac-
cessible to the commu-
nity for their original 
purposes, including din-
ing, recreation and enter-
tainment. 

King said that he and 
James had been negoti-
ating for months and be-
lieves the future of the 
course is in good hands. 

“He feels I can carry 
out the mission he 
started,” said James, 
who owns a retail online 
sporting goods business 

and is 
p a r t 
owner in 
a mort-
g a g e 
company 
with his 
f a t h e r , 
Tony, and 
brother , 
Paxton. “I 
believe Crittenden 
County owes Mr. King a 
debt of gratitude for the 
time and money he spent 
to keep the course open. 
People in Marion need a 
place they can play golf, 
go to a pool and eat  
without having to leave 
town to enjoy those 
things.” 

James is a 2009 grad-
uate of Crittenden 
County High School. He 
and his family moved to 
Murray years ago, but 
have retained close ties 
to friends and family 
here.  

“We are still in Marion 
a lot, almost every week 
as it is now, so this will 
not be a huge adjust-
ment,” James said. 

His motive to buy the 
club is simple, James ex-

plained. He wants to 
keep a connection to the 
town he calls home, 
where he was raised and 
went to school; and, he 
says, the community 
needs the golf course and 
pool. 

“I remember growing 
up playing golf out there 
and have good memories 
of that. I am motivated 
by the fact that kids 
there now need a place to 
play golf and enjoy the 
same things I did.” 

King said new owner-
ship plans a handful of 
capital improvements 
once the transaction is 
complete. He said selling 
the club is bittersweet.  

“I need to look at my 
birth certificate and fully 
understand how old I 
am,” King said. “I feel 
very good about this deal 
and very pleased with the 
job Devin Belt has been 
doing at the course. I feel 
good about what is going 
on there.” 

James said Belt, who 
was hired to operate the 
course a few weeks ago, 
will remain as superin-
tendent.

James

 CRITTENDEN COUNTY FISCAL COURT

Livingston buys kennels for shelter

10                                                                                                                      THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, September 26, 2024

Marion Fire Department provided a little investigative hand last week when Critten-
den County Detention Center realized someone had tried to smuggle contraband 
into the facility. The ladder truck helped get investigators onto the roof where they 
searched for the contraband.

Pictured from left are Rana Richardson and John Thomas of Animal Housing Solutions,
Livingston County animal control officer Janet Holeman, Livingston County Judge-Ex-
ecutive Teris Swanson, interim Crittenden County animal control officer Kory Griffith,
Livingston County Sheriff Bobby Davidson, Crittenden County Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom, assistant Livingston County animal control officer Kim Stratton, animals shel-
ter employee Seth Tracy and Crittenden County Magistrate Scott Belt.

STAFF REPORT 
Magistrates last week 

approved a number of 
routine items during 
their monthly fiscal court 
meeting and also moved 
to use county and state 
funding for a number of 
fall road improvement 
projects.  

Flex Funds from the 
state will be used to pave 
11.4 miles of Long 
Branch Road, 0.6 miles 
of New Salem Road, 1  
mile of Wilson Farm 
Road and 0.45 miles of 
Valley View Road. Work 
is scheduled for this fall. 

Additionally, the 
county will spend some 
of its own money to 
repave 0.25 miles of 
Summers Mine Road, 0.3 
miles on Providence Road 
and 0.2 miles of Cop-
peras Springs Road.  

Judge-Executive Perry 
Newcom said Providence 
Road late last year took a 
beating when the bridge 
on KY 120 was closed for 
several weeks. A base 
failure is being repaired 
there and on Copperas 
Springs.  

Newcom said cost to 
pave a mile of road is 
more than $90,000. 

In addition to paving 
projects this fall, a hand-
ful of county roads are 
scheduled for chip-and-
seal. For the first time in 
more than two years the 
county has been able to 
secure a contractor to 
chip-and-seal.  

Roads on the list are 
0.55 miles of Collins 
Road off KY 365, 2.5 
miles of overlay on top of 
Chapel Hill Road starting 
at Earl Patmor Road and 
heading away from Mar-
ion, 0.4 miles of Monroe 
Butler Road off Fords 
Ferry, 0.2 miles of 
Turkey Knob Road start-
ing at the intersection 
with Mt. Zion Road, 0.18 
miles of Lester Road off 
Main Lake Road, 0.25 
miles of Lakeview Drive 
off Chapel Hill and 
Guggenheim Road off KY 
1668. 

Newcom said a mile of 
chip-and-seal costs 
around $40,000. 

In other county busi-
ness last Thursday: 

•Local attorney Coby 
Evans was formally ap-
proved as assistant 
county attorney, replac-
ing Wes Hunt in that po-
sition. Hunt recently 
became full-time assis-
tant commonwealth at-
torney  and cannot hold 
both posts, according to 
Crittenden County Attor-
ney Bart Frazer. 

•Jailer Athena Hayes 
told county leaders that 
the detention center will 
be undertaking a fall 
project she’s dubbed 
Crittenden County 
Cares. Inmate work 
crews will be available to 
help spruce up the com-

munity.  She was at the 
city council meeting last 
week to offer the same 
assistance around town. 

Non-profit organiza-
tions may contact the jail 
with project proposals, 
Hayes said. She hopes to 
create a list and develop 
a fall schedule. This can 
include outdoor or indoor 
jobs, even painting. 

“We hope to enrich the 
community with this 
project,” Hayes told 
county magistrates.  

•In compliance with a 
circuit court order, mag-
istrates approved paying 
$250 apiece for a total of 
$500 for indigent attor-
ney fees for two county 
residents. The residents 
accruing the fees with 
Lindsay Durbin Law of 
Dixon were John Allen 
Kinnis and Charles H. 
Legrand. 

•Crittenden County 
Animal Shelter was hold-
ing 43 dogs to start last 
month with 41 in foster 
care. Three died due to 
medical reasons and 
none were euthanized. 
Six were reclaimed by 
their owners and 19 were 
adopted. To start this 
month there were 36 
dogs in foster care and 
41 housed at the shelter. 
About $1,000 was re-
ceived in sponsorships 
and donations. 

 

County roads being resurfaced, 
Evans new asst. county attorney 

Detention Center foils  
attempted painkiller plot
STAFF REPORT 

A Hopkinsville woman 
was caught in broad day-
light trying to throw con-
traband over a wall into 
an open area of Critten-
den County Detention 
Center last week. She is 
now facing what could be 
a long prison term if con-
victed. 

Jailer Athena Hayes 
said the investigation is 
continuing on the inside. 

The incident happened 
last Tuesday, Sept. 17. 
Hayes said the suspect 
was witnessed throwing 
an item or items over a 
jail wall intended for in-
mates in the recreation 
yard.  

W h e n 
authori-
ties ar-
r i v e d , 
t h e y 
found the 
s u s p e c t 
on the 
perimeter 
of the jail. 
She was 
allegedly trying to toss a 
flashlight filled with 14 
painkillers into the de-
tention center. 

Charged was Rebecca 
Rednour, 36, of Hop-
kinsville with first-degree 
possession of a con-
trolled substance (hy-
drocodone), possession 
of drug paraphernalia, 

first-degree promoting 
contraband and tamper-
ing with physical evi-
dence. The contraband 
charge is a Class C felony 
punishable by 5-10 years 
in prison. Rednour re-
mains lodged in Critten-
den County Detention 
Center on a $25,000 
cash bond.  

The jailer said Rednour 
was free on bond from 
another drug charge in 
Christian County. 

Marion Fire Depart-
ment with its ladder 
truck was dispatched to 
the scene to help scan 
the jail’s rooftop for any 
other contraband. None 
was found. 

Rednour

STAFF REPORT 
A purchase by Liv-

ingston County Fiscal 
Court of a dozen new 
kennels has extended the 
capacity for canines at 
the Crittenden County 
Animal Shelter. 

Livingston County 
Sheriff Bobby Davidson 
made the request to the 
fiscal court to purchase 
the new kennels from 
Animal Housing Solu-

tions in Florida. Each 
kennel holds four dogs. 

The kennels were deliv-
ered Friday, Sept. 20 to 
Crittenden County Ani-
mal Shelter. 

Interim animal control 
officer Kory Griffith said 
dogs are routinely turned 
away due to overcrowd-
ing.  

The new kennels, pur-
chased at a cost of 
$11,040, are elevated  

and will increase the 
number of kennels avail-
able for stray dogs in 
Marion to 40. 

Crittenden County 
houses animals from Liv-
ingston and Lyon coun-
ties. 

Griffith, who has been 
training as animal con-
trol officer for just shy of 
a month, said 15 dogs 
had been turned away in 
the last two weeks. 

COURSE 
Continued from page 1 

hired a real estate broker 
and posted the course, 
pool, restaurant and its 
nearly 70 acres for sale 
online with a $750,000 
price tag. A couple of 
times over the past year, 
King had been close to 
striking a deal, but those 
fell through for various 
reasons. Despite being 
courted by investors 
wanting the property for 
other enterprises, King 
had remained firm in a 
commitment to sell the 
club only to a buyer that 
agreed to keep its course 
and other amenities ac-
cessible to the commu-
nity for their original 
purposes, including din-
ing, recreation and enter-
tainment. 

King said that he and 
James had been negoti-
ating for months and be-
lieves the future of the 
course is in good hands. 

“He feels I can carry 
out the mission he 
started,” said James, 
who owns a retail online 
sporting goods business 

and is 
p a r t 
owner in 
a mort-
g a g e 
company 
with his 
f a t h e r , 
Tony, and 
brother , 
Paxton. “I 
believe Crittenden 
County owes Mr. King a 
debt of gratitude for the 
time and money he spent 
to keep the course open. 
People in Marion need a 
place they can play golf, 
go to a pool and eat  
without having to leave 
town to enjoy those 
things.” 

James is a 2009 grad-
uate of Crittenden 
County High School. He 
and his family moved to 
Murray years ago, but 
have retained close ties 
to friends and family 
here.  

“We are still in Marion 
a lot, almost every week 
as it is now, so this will 
not be a huge adjust-
ment,” James said. 

His motive to buy the 
club is simple, James ex-

plained. He wants to 
keep a connection to the 
town he calls home, 
where he was raised and 
went to school; and, he 
says, the community 
needs the golf course and 
pool. 

“I remember growing 
up playing golf out there 
and have good memories 
of that. I am motivated 
by the fact that kids 
there now need a place to 
play golf and enjoy the 
same things I did.” 

King said new owner-
ship plans a handful of 
capital improvements 
once the transaction is 
complete. He said selling 
the club is bittersweet.  

“I need to look at my 
birth certificate and fully 
understand how old I 
am,” King said. “I feel 
very good about this deal 
and very pleased with the 
job Devin Belt has been 
doing at the course. I feel 
good about what is going 
on there.” 

James said Belt, who 
was hired to operate the 
course a few weeks ago, 
will remain as superin-
tendent.

James

 CRITTENDEN COUNTY FISCAL COURT

Livingston buys kennels for shelter


